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ASH and Vain Swearing/is (0 Great and Hejs 
 n0u6 4 Sin, and God has ſo plainly, and ſolemn. 
ly, and in ſo dreadful a manner reveal d his 
Wrath from Heaven againſt it, that one would 
bink, that none but ſuch as are 'confirm'd bardned 
x Atheiſm, ſhould dare to be guilty of it. And yet it is 
very common and uſual, as if it were neither ſinful nor 
mgerou, but an innocent and harmleſs thing. 
IF they were only the por and ignorant, who are ad- 
ed to this Sin, we might ſay with the Prophet Je» 
my, ch. 5.9.4. Surely theſe are Poor, theſe are 
ooliſh, for they know not che Way of the Lord, 
pr the Judgment of their God. I will get me to 
e Greac Men, and will ſpeak unto them, for 
ey have known the way of che: Lord, and the 
dement of their God, | 
But we ſhall find our ſelves no leſs miſtaken than he 
4s, if we think Oaths are in uſe only among the mean- 
ſort, for even the Court it ſelf, yea the Church ut ſelf, 
d the Univerſities, which ſhould be Seminaries of 
ety, as well as Learning, are not free from them, the 
obility and Gentry are as much” accaſtom'd to them, 
the meaneſt of the Commonalty and Mechanicks. 
But ſhould we go into the Fleet, or Army, we ſhould 
at (uch Vollies of Oaths and Curſes, as would even 
the Hair of a Sober and Modeſt Chriſtian, who 
' weth an Oath, to ſtand wpright, and we mult conti- 
ally ſtop our Ears, as Ulyſles did thoſe of his Men, 
we would not hear them. | 
And ts it not a moſt ſtrange and wnaccountable thing, 
at Sonlazers, who -tarry their Lives almoſt continually 
their hands, and between whom and death there. 
a'ſtep, as David /aid ro Jonathan, ſhon/d bave 
ir Mouths fall of Oaths and Curſes ? "And that Mae . 
| s who, As oy ao ; ; 
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| The Preface. 

—— —Tenu dere ligno, — 
Inter vite mortiiq; vias ; 
Nimium gracili limite ducto. Sen. Medea. 

That ſuch (1 ſay) who are conſtantly expos d to | 
many dangersborh from the Seas and Enemies, and w 
conſequently, one would think, ſhould be always at the 
Prayers, ſhould Curſe and Swear as if they would b 
open defiance to Heaven, and even dare the Almight 
to conſume and deſtroy them. Þ# 

How it will pleaſe God to deal with us we know 10 
certainly there can be but [mall grounas to hope, that Gt 
will give ws Viftory or Deliverance by the hands of ſuc 
men 3 the deſtroying of whom from off the Earth, | 
almoſt the only good that War doth. - 

And as if all this were n9t bad enough, but that 1 
were afraid we ſhall want Swearers when theſe are gon 
little Children are taught it as ſoon as they can (pes 
and in many places they are far more ready at it th 
at their Prazers, and Catechiſms, and ſeveral Houſf 
even of the Nobility and Gentry, ſeem to be but ſo maha 
Nurſeries and Seminaries of Swearers. | 

The ſerious conſideration of theſe things firſt put A. 
upon compoſing the enſuing Diſcourſe, without the lea 
thoughts or deſigu of making it more publick, than | 
muſt be by Preaching it. WT _ 

But having ſome reaſon to hope that it has had ſoft 
good effett upon ſome that heard it, 1 confeſs 1 was tl 
more eaſily brought to conſent to the Printing of it, flif] 
which tho' I muſt expett to be cenſured or derided le 
ſome, yet if it ſhall plea/e God to make it inſtrumen 
for the reclaiming of any Cuſtomary Swearers (tho but __ 
few of them) or preventing others from becoming | ot 
1 will ſay with the Pſalmi/t, Pal. 115, 1, Not un el 
us O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Naine giÞ! 
the Glory 3 which Name will never be Prophaned (et 
raſh Oaths and Curſes, but Hallowed and Reverenclot 
by all ſuch as ſincerely love, and fear him, - 
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the 
2.. on St. James 5. 12. 

igh But above all things, my Brethren, ſwear not, net- 
» ol ther by Heaven, neither by the Earth, neither by 
Ga any other Oath : But let your yea be yea; and 
ſuq your nay, nay; leſt ye fall into condemnation. 


Here are two things which chiefly, and 
eſpecially cauſe the Laws of Princes to 
be moſt diligently heeded,and obſerved 
by their Subje&ts; the ſolemn manner 

7ouff publiſhing of them, and the San&tion, or Pe- 

mayalty threatned to fuch as ſhall tranſgreſs them. 
If they ſolemnly, and peremptorily require, 

v* r forbid any thing ; all men will conclude,that 
' "hey will be very much off:nded with ſuch, as 
o not regard ſuch their Commands and Prohi- 
 ſogitions, tho' there be no particular Puniſhment 

« chreatned ;-and who would willingly incur the 

t, fiiſpleaſure of ſuch as have power over him, if 

ed |e could by any means avoid it ? 

T5 But when there is alſo a ſevere Penalty. an- 

ſu ext to the breach of a Law, every man that 

an(clires his own ſafety and welfare, will be care- 
 giÞ| to obſerve that Law, if for no other reaſon, 
ed (et upon this account only, becauſe he would 

renclot be obnox10us to the faid Penalty, h 
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The Swearer's Doom. 
When God Almighty therefore did promul 
gate that Law from Heaven, which he wrote 
with his own hand, in Two Tablesof Stone, butfti 
which he long before had Engraven on thei 
hearts of all Mankind ; that his People I/rae 
might moſt heedfully attend to it, and moſt re# 
ligiouſly keep it z He cauſed it to be publiſhee 
with the greateſt Solemnity, and confirmed it 
Authority by the greateſt Sanctions. + th 
As to the Solemnity of its Publication, wg 
have a full account of it in ſeveral places. Moſe$9 
tells us (Exod. 19. 16.) that on the Third day 
(v:iz,) after the people had notice given to prepf 
pare themſelves, there were Thundrings, anq# 
Lightnings, and a thick Cloud upon Mounf! 
Sina, and the voice of the Trumpet exceeding 
loud, and that all the people that was in thi 
Camp trembled, and (v. 18 ) it's faid-that thqa 
Mount was altogether as a Smoke, *.becauſe thq®! 
Lord deſcended upon it, and the Smoke thereop! 
aſcended, as the Smoke of a great Furnace, anM 
the whole Mount quaked greatly ; after whicÞr 
God did moſt folemnly proclaim” that 'Law.. 
And we find the Levites upon a ſolemn Fa 
(Neb. g. 3.) acknowledging this as a great ag 
gravation of the ſins of the ſews, that they ha$a 
ſo wickedly broken a Law that was ſo holy an 
juſt, and proclaimed by God himſelf in fo re 
markable a manner z Thou cameft down alſo upoÞ# 
Mount Sinai, aud {pakeft with them from Heaver" 
znd gaveſt them right Judgments, and trae Lawl0 
good Statutes and Commandments, 


EF The Swearer's Doom... 3 
wil. And tho' St. Paul calls the giving of that 
-oteLaw written and engraven 1n Stone, the mini- 
butſtration of death, (2 Cor. 3. 7.) and the miniſtra- 
theion of condemnation, (v. 9) yet he tells us 
7aefhat it was glorious'(Pe.) jg, was publiſhed with 
 regreat ſolemnity, that the Iſraelites might re- 
hedeive it with the greater veneration. But the 
| ituthor to the Hebrews (cap. 12. 18.) gives us 
he fulleſt account of itz For ye are not come un- 
weo the Mount that might be touched, and that burn- 
oſegd with fire, nor unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and 
dayempeſt, and the ſound of a Trumpet, and the woice 
prepf words, which voice they that heard entreated 
andbat the. word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any 
ountore; and (v. 21.) ſo terrible was the ſight, that 
ingMoſes ſaid, I exceedingly fear and quake. 
thi Which requeſt of the Iſraelites doth plainly 
thimply, that they well underſtood that the rea- 
thion why God did proclaim his Laws after fo 
reopreadful and terrible a manner, was, that they 
anMight-receive them with the greater reverence, 
ucknd obſerve them with the greater diligence, 
hich therefore they promiſed to do, upon the 
:aſtmeer intimation of his will to- Moſes. 
ag And as God cauſed his Law to be promnl- 
hagated after ſo ſolemn a manner, that it might 
anMake the greater impreſſion upon them ; ſo did 
re alſo confirm and ratifie 1t with the greateſt 
zpoSanctions for the ſame reaſon; (7. e.' as he did 
verPromile the greateſt bleſſings to encourage them 
1xto obedience, ſo he denounced the ſevereſt 

urſes, Judgments and Penalties againft ſuch 
An A + as 


2 4 ſhould wilfully violate and break them..- 
large Cutaloyny of -which we have Dent. +8] 
from v. 15. to the end, containing 54 vetſes; ir 
which God threatned therm with all- manneg 
of Plagues, if they ſhould be ſtubborn and dif 
obedient. | 
Now tho' this whole Law fo ſolemnly pre 
claimed, and fo ſtrongly confirmed, is fo ſacred p 
and inviolable, that 'tis never to be abrogated} 
nor the leaſt jot or tittle of it to fail, (Mat.5:18.)fi 
Tho' he that ſhall break the leaft of theſe om b 
mandments contained in it, ſhall be called thq 
leaſt in the Kingdom of God, (v- 19.) © 
Yet, as hs Joun did diſtinguiſh them intde 
greater and lefler, ſo our Saviour ſeems not' al 
together to condemn or diſallow of their di; : 
ſtinction; tho' indeed he blames them for mif] 
taking the leſſer for the greater, and the greatfr 
for the lefler; ſtraining at Gnats, and ſwallow 
ing of Camels : Moſt exa&tly paying the Tith 
of Mint, Aniſe and Cumin, but 'negle&in 
the weightier matters of the Law, &c - For in- 
deed that very place doth imply fo mth. -So 
when the Lawyer (Mat. 21. 36.) asked him 
which was the great Commandment in the 
Law; he doth not tell him that they were all 
equal, tho in ſome reſpe& they were fo.) but 
he tells him plainly which was the great Com; 
mandment ; and which was the next great, 
which two comprehended all the others under 
them. 
Now, would we know which is a great Com- 
mandment,|, 
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A Re and which we. > ought ne PS. 
2$jand carefully to obſerve; Thele are the tw a. : 
; irffVſiarks by which we may find ity if it be.not an- 
ly: barely-and nakedly enjoyn'd, but with fome 
Us Ydkma Preface and Introduction, and ſeconded 
and inforcd with fome grievous , Threat- 
Yroining to ſuchias ſhall break 1t, 'to be we that 
redis'u great Commandment. | 
red] For this reaſon the-jews accounting the Iwo | 
'8.)firft Commandments, the greateſt of aliz»they 
»m{ begining thus,l am the Lord thy God Sc. andend-. 
thq ing thus; the Lord thy God am a jealous God, Qic. 
And-we have both theſe to recommend to 
ntq our'i confideration and obſeryation: the great 
* al Precept and-Duty contained in the Text. ) 

di\ © For firſt, where ſhall we find' a;more folemn 
niff Introduction than here? or where do we meet 
atEq with a Duty preſt with greater. earneſtneſs 
ow! than this is? St. James does not ſay, My Bre-' 
ith thren,do not ſwear, tut,ſays he, above all things 
ang Swear not; as if he had ſaid, I moſt earneſtly 
] beg and intreat you, as you are my Brethren, 
$0 for whom I have a moſt {incere love and kind- 
him neſs, 'do not ſwear. 
the Whatever fins you may be tempted to, what- 
 alll ever fins you may be drawn into by the Craft 
but] of Satan, the Allurements of the World, or the 
om- weakneſs of the Fleſh, yet be fure that you be 
eat, not drawn into that moſt heinous and- abomi- 
der nable ſin of Swearing. 

And that he might prevail upon them,heen-  ; 
om-| forceth his dehortation from the cone _ 
ent,). | | bY 
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” of the'preat danger of it; Leſt ye fall into con- 
| demnation, ; J 
Df: Hammond ſays, That the Antient Copies 
of this Epiſtle, inſtead of um xe/c.into, or un- 
der condemnation, did read «s une», thathp 
you fall not into Hypocrihie. | 
' So that 'the Apoſtle: would not have them 
Lard their diſcourſes with Oaths, which were! 
common with wicked men, who ſeemed to be i 
. cbnſcious that they were not to be believed-or 
truſted without them : But that their Afirma- |g 
tionsand Negarions ſhould be ſimple: and plain, |y 
t 
C 


and ſuch as ſavour'd of honeſty and Integrity 3 |: 
For he that commonly mixeth his- Diſcourſes | 
with Oaths, . may juſtly be ſuſpeed, to be falſe 
and hypocritical ; at leaſt they will eaſily make 
way for him ©to be ſuch. nth 

But 'if we keep to the Vulgar Tranſlation, 
then by condemnation, we are to underſtand 
the condemnation of God ; he will condemn all 
lewd Swearers and Prophaners of his Sacred 
Name, as he threatens [ Exod. 20. 7.] He will 
not hold him guiltleſs, &'c. 

The Tranſlation is certainly a little defeive, 
and doth not fully come up to the Original | 
iv, MM UT x CAT means, That you fall not imto 


1 
The Apoſtle would have them above all | ; 
. things, to abſtain from ſwearing, without the | ; 
abſtaining from which they would certainly | 
| become obnoxious to the Penalty annexed to | 1 
the breach of the Third Commandment. If we | 1 
are 
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”.T pr” 
re-common and cuſtomary Swearers, 'tis not / © 
pnly x probable © that we-may, , but moſt cer” '$ 
1in #59 we ſhall, without yery great Repen- 
ance, fall into condemnation z 'twill be: inm- 
poſſible to avoid it. [3 
This whole verſe doth contain two Precepts, 
a Negative, and a Poſitive, and both inforced | 
om the conſideration of the danger of break- 
ing them. Eon! I 
The Negative Precept is laid down ; Firſt in- 
general, and then explained and illuſtrated by- 
way of Diviſion or Enumeration, Swear not, nes- 
ther by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor-by any other: 
Oath. | t 1s 
* The Poſitive Precept is put by way of Antics 
theſis, (7 e.) of oppoſition to the {in prohibited's 
But let your yea be yea," and your nay nay ; which' 
ſome expound thusz Let your words and 
actions agree, and ſee that 1n all things you 
ſpeak the Truth without any Falſhood or Hy- 
pocrifie, But 'tis moſt probable that his mean- 
ing is, that whatever they did aftirm, or deny 
in common diſcourſe, in ordinary converſation, 
ſhould be plain and {1mp'e, and eſpecially free 
from Oaths. 
For thus is our Saviour undoubtedly 'to be 
underſtood, (Mat. 5. 37.) Let your communics- 
tion be yea, yea, and nay, nay z for whatſoever ts 
more than theſe cometh of evil ;, (5. e.) as ſome 
interpret it,from the wicked one the Devil,who 
reigns-in wicked men, and is always tempting 
them to Curling and Swearing z, or elſe it pro- 
ceeds 
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with- Solemn Invocation of the. Name of God; 
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F .. Moy vanity. or ae of eu, nd 
want of the- fear of God, and a. true ſenſe of 
Religion z from fraud and. hypocrifie in the 
Swearexs, or the, incredulity and diſtruſtfulneſs 


of ſome, who will believe no one without an 


Oath, .and.the-words are true in either ſenſe.' 

& Which Poſitive Precept ſerves only for the 
illaſtcation, and, confirmation of the Negative. 
one, Above all things ſwear not, &c. That men 
Might have no evalion, pretence, or. excuſe for 
the breach of it; 

And hereI owſt premiſe that the Apoſtle doth 
not forbid ſuch. Oaths as are Impoſed by Ma- 
giſtrates, or uſed in matters of Weight and, im- 
portdnce, forthe'maintenanee of truth & Juſtice, 
and deciding of. Controverſies among Men 
- Which are either Aflertory, when a man doth 
Aſſert or deny that ſuch or ſuch a.thing was 
or is; or Promiſſory, which is a promiſe made 


which if made to God, are called Vows, if to 
Men, Oaths. 


Now theſe have not only been uſed in all| 


Ages and Nations, but accounted neceſſary for 
the ſupport of human Society, and the greateſt 
ſecurity that one man can give of his Truth and 
Fidelity to another, as it's faid (Heb. 6. 16.) An 
Oath ( #s Be2xiweow) for Confirmation is 
among men an end of all ſtrife. 

And we have ſeveral Inſtances of it, Abraham 
made his Servant Swear concerning the chooſe- 
ing of a Wife for his. Son : (Ge. 24. 3'. Jacob 

took 
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took an Oath of Joſep 
(Gen. 47. 31.) As he did of the Urachtes, (Chap. 
50. 25.) And . what a Solemn, Oath, did there 
paſs betwixt David and Jonathan, 1 Sam.20.17. 

But if there is any one to be believed with- 
out an Oath, certainly God is, who, as he is 
Omniſcient, and cannot be deceived fo is he 


| ſo immutably Holy, as that he cannot lye ; and 


yet that we might the more firmly believe, and 
embrace his Promiſes, he has been pleaſed to 
confirm them with an Oath, (Heb. 6. 175.) God 
willing more. abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of 
promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, Confirm'd 
it by an Oath. 

The Apoſtle ſays [v. 13.] That when God 


| made the promiſe to Abraham, becauſe he could 


Swear by 10 greater, he Sware by himſelf. * Wa 
what need was there of God's Swearing at all : 
What would not Abraham the Father of the Faith- 
ful, that great Pattern, and moſt eminent Ex- 
emplar of Faith, he of whom: it is ſaid long be- 
fore the making of that Promiſe, that he be- 
lieved God and it was counted to him for Righte- 
ouſueſs, (Gen. 15. 6.) and that he Stagger a not at 
the Promiſes through Unblief, (Rom- 8. 20.) but 
was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory #0 God. 

Would not he (I ſay) have taken God's bare 
word,or did God doubt whether he would have 
believed him without his Oath ?- No certainly, 
twas far otherwiſe; And yet for the greater 
Solemnity he Confirmed his promiſe with an 
Qath ; Which doubtleſs he would not have done 
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1 5 an Oath. be en. mori lly "Evil and nikon 
o J 
For tho God doth often condeſcend to repre- 
ſent himſelf after the manner of Men, yet heſ 
nev:r doth Imitate or comply with them in anyf 
matter-or cuſtom that is in it ſelf wicked, andP* 
Sinful, 

Indeed there is a Se ſprung up among us, jA! 
that utterly refuſe, and condemn all Oaths asf! 
unlawful at leaſt under the Goſpel Reformati- |fa 
on, tho the uſe of th: m might be Tolerated un- 
der the Law upon the fame account that di- tl 
vorce was, viz. becauſe of the hardneſs of mens 
hearts: And in Compliance with their Infir- 
mit | 

And their Opinion is proſefſedly grounded 
on that precept of Chrift, (Mat. 5. 33.) which} 
ſeems indeed very much to Countenance it, being | 
laid down in the moſt large and'comprehenfive 
Terms; But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all, net- | 
ther by Heaven &c. Which is the ſame Law 
here, enforced by St. Fames much after the lame 
manner. 

But this, as it is a very new and upſtart opi- 
nion, ſo I think it was never entertain'd by any 
one man ofany conſiderable Learning or under- 
ftanding, tho I muſt confeſs there is ſcarce any | 
error that hath greater colour or pretence to 
countenance it in Scripture, ſo that its no wont | 
der ſo many have imbraced-it. 

I ſhall not Labour at preſent in confutation 

. of it, my deſign being nor to court of what [ 
''5 


ie —} Irer 8 Po 4 2 
ns not, bore what is forbidden in the Text; but 
,nly briefly. es 
E- "And firſt, It is certain that if ſuch Solemn 
he(Oaths are finful,they were always ſo ; For Chriſt, 
5 he did not come to deſtroy the Law, or any 
thereof, ſo did he not properly make any 
Addition to it, only he ſhewed the true ſenſe, 
ind meaning, and the true extent and Obliga- 
as |tion of it, he gave a fuller and better interpre- 
ti-|tation of it then had been formerly made, and 
n- (confuted thoſe falſe Glofſes and comments that 
Jj- [the Scribes and Phariſees put upon it. 
ns | Before Chriſt's coming it was the duty of all 
5r. {men to avoid not only Murther, but Hatred,Ma- 
ice, Revenge, Envy, yea and raſh and cauſleſs 
-d {Anger ; not only the act of Adultery, but all 
ch funchaſt Thoughts and luſtful Deſires. *T'was 
ng (not he alone that made it unlawful for men to 
ve put away their Wives for every cauſe ; it was 
-;. a fin from the beginning. 
w | In brief, 'twas no more lawful before his 
ne |time, than it was afterward for men to reſiſt 
>vil, or to render evil for evil ; it was always 
;. |their duty to love their Enemies, to do good to 
em that hated them,&'c. Tho' indeed the ge- ' 
nerality of the Jews did not ſo well underſtand 
what was commanded or forbidden by the 
Law, until Chrift did then expound it to 
them; tho' the *'Scribes and Phariſees would 
dt receive his Expoſition. 
»n | And therefore it follows, that if it be now a 
at |fin to ſwear, or take any Oath at all under the 
35 | | Goſpel, 


"22 The Swearers Doom, 
G9 it was ſo under.the Law 3 and yet. whe 
find it frequently uſed by good men, and thi} 
not. raſhly, but deliberately, and with th{þ 
greateſt ſojemnity;: | ” 
Yes we find that God did in ſome caſes exſg 
preſly.require it, as (Exod. 2.2. 10.) If a man dfir 
liver unto his neighbour an Aſs, or an Ox,or a Sheeſfre 
or any. beaft to keep, and it die, or be hurt, or diff 
be 

b. 


ven away, no man ſeeing it ;, then ſhall an Qath 
the Lord be between them both, That he hath » 
put: his hand to his ueighbours gooas,and the Own, 
of it ſhall accept thereof, he ſhall ot make it got 
And in lize manner in the caſe'of Jealouſighy, 
the Woman was to clear her ſelf by Oath bgy 
fore the Priefts, (umb. 5. 19.) 4 
Now, tho' it be:certain that every Man; anfr} 
eſpecially every Chriſtian, ought to ſpeak thir, 
truth, with that uprighinels and ſincerity, 
that his Word may be as good as his Oath, anther 
then there would be no need of any ſuch thing; 
and tho' it be very probable, that the Cuſtonhj. 
and Ute of ſolemn Swearing was occaſioned by, 
the want of honeſty. and fidelity; amongſt mey 1 
there being many whoſe Conſciences ſtartle 'aþ, 
Perjury, who are not afraid to make a Lye. ' 1q, 
Yet we cannot imagine that God would agh,; 
point one fin for the remedy or prevention: &þec 
another ; or that he would permit, much leffr; 
require that a. man ſhould commit a certaih. 
{in to prevent one that was uncertain and acciha 
,dental, | 1 
- Again, that our Saviour's Prohibition ofgq 
: | Swearlng 


( 


7 he Swearer s Doom. T3 
Swearing 1s to be underſtood of Oaths in 
common and ordinary diſcourſe, of raſh and 
1 heedleſs, preſumptuous, inconfiderate and irre- 
verent Oaths, and not of ſolemn and religious 
6 Swearing before the Magiſtrate in matters of 
Aimportance, ſeems very evident from the cohe- 
rence, and the oppoſition that there is between 
Atheſe two Precepts, [Swear not at all, &c.] and 
(let your communication be yea, yea, and nay, nay) 
4. e.) in ordinary diſcourſe do not uſe Swear- 
ing ; for 'tis obſervable, that when afterward in 
Yexplaining the firſt Precept, he adds, nezther by 
0 deaven, for it #s God's Throne 8c. He doth not at 
ul mention the {wearing by the Name of God. 
The reaſon of which is ſuppoſed to be this ; 
Phe Jews in general, and eſpecially the Scribes 
nd Phariſees were moſt religious and exact ob- 
Wonct the Third Commandment, 8 would 
Whever mention the Name of God but with. — 
MSreat reverence and devotion, and upon ſome 
olÞlemn occaſion, as in prayer and reading his 
WW ord,or when they were lawfully called to it. 
ll Yea, whereas they did not read the word 
e Fehowvah as it was written, but pronounced it 
P4onai: Some ſuppole that the reaſon was, be- 
Muſe they thought that name Jehovah too ſa- 
2d to be pronounced by the mouth of Man. 
te ind therefore the Jews of latter times after 
he Captivity called the Terragrammaton (t e. ) 
Mat Hebrew name Jehovah,which they account- 
| the proper and incommunicable name of 
1 Od, 4r5urlo, the unutterable Name, and 
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14 The Swearer's Doom. 
mo Oetx%/0v 0r0opna, the dreadful name 5 and thy 
letters which compos'd it, the Ta itez ypaud : 
uaraz, the ſacred letters, 
Yea Baxtorf ſays, that they held it unlawful 
for any beſides the Prieſts to pronounce tha : 
name,and that it was not lawful for them to dq 1 
it,but when they ſolemnly blefled the People if : 
that name. And that this name engraven by/-t 
God himſelf, was kept in themoſt holy place tq a 
be ſeen only by the High Prieſt, and that but of t 
the day of the ſolemn Explation. p 
Which name they called Schem Hamphoraſchb 


(:.e.) the explained name, or (as others) the pqj/t| 
culiar and ſeparate name which they ſay Chrif'h 
ftole out 'of the Temple, and by which 
wrought his mighty works, th 
All which, and much more to the ſame pul ez 
poſe mentioned by Baxtorf on the name Jehþ yi 


vah, ſhow what wonderful reverence they ha by 
for the Name of God. by 
But then they thought they might lawfu 
{wear by the Creatures, as by Heaven, an'Sa 
Earth, by Jeruſalem, by the Temple, and ti; 
Gold of the Temple, the Altar, and the Glno 
upon the Altar ; and this they did commonl/;ng 
and cuſtomarily in their ordinary converſatiohe 
and thought there was no hurt in 1t, providithe 
. they did not ſwear fallly. we 
Which errour and miſtake of theirs our wo 
viour confutes, ſhowing the reaſo'+ why |ſho 
would not have them ſwear at all, neither |4.2 
Heaven (ſays he) for it is God's Throne, nor by the 

. Eqth, for it 1s his Footftool, 
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4d As if he had faid,you think you may lawfully 
4 ſwear in your ordinary diſcourſe,in your common 

converſation, provided you do not ſwear by the 

| name of God; But 1 tell yeu, you ſhall not 
aq Swear at all by any of theſe, for God is virtual- 
1q 1y invoked in every ſuch Oath, becauſe he hath 
19 a property and Rightin all the things you ſwear 
by by; Do you ſwear by Heaven? it is God's Throne; 
tq and he that ſweareth by it, ſweareth by him 
v9 that fitteth thereon; do you ſwear by the Tem- 
ple, it i5 God's Houſe, and you virtually Swear 

/a& by him that dwelleth therein: Do you Swear by 
pg'the Altar? you ſwear by the Gift that is upon it,8 
rif-by that God to whom it is offered, (Mat. 23.20.) 
Do not think therefore that you do not break 

the third Commandment, becauſe you do not 

2 ex.preſley mention the name of God ; for you do 
et virtually Swear by his name, when you Swear 
ha by the Creatures, and eſpecially when you ſwear 
by any thing that is dedicate and ſacred to hims 

ul Now it cannot be imagined why, when our 
all Saviour faid Swear not at all,and afterward by 
, t]way of Explication added neither by Heaven, 
Glnor Earth,&c. he had not more eſpecially made 
on mention of Swearing by the name of God, if 
tiohe ſhould have his Hearers take his words in 
vidithe univerſal and unlimitted ſenſe : In brief 
were it utterly unlawful to Swear at all, God 

ar Jwould not have given directions how Oaths 
hy ſhould be made and qualitedas he doth, ( Fer. 
her 14.2.) In which place 'tis obſervable, that the Pro- 
by $phet doth not uſe the word Elohim or — 
ps B 2 ; ut 
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but Jehovah its ſelf, which the Jews (as I faid 
counted the moſt ſacred and proper Name off 
God,and which they ſcarce dared to pronouncg(1 
_ . Upon any account whatſoever; & propably the 

pronounced it Adonaz here,as in other places. F* 

I could add ſeveral con(iderations more tf 
prove that the Apoſtle's words are not to be unÞr 
derſtood of Solemn and religious Oaths, but 
ſhall wave them, my buſineſs and deſign beingſ 
to ſpeak of the linfullneſs, and danger of raſh 
vain, incon{iderate Swearing. 

As to the firſt, The (infullneſs of it ſufficien % 
ly appears,not only from this that.1ts plainly andf 
expreſly forbidden, but it is in ſuch a manney 
forbidden, as if there were no fin fo great ori 
more carefully to be avoided then that. Abou 
all things Swear not. ha 

Above all things ! What! above Idolatry, andÞ'« 
Blaſphemy,above Murther, and Adultery; aboyg# 
Theft and Drunkenneſs ! Is Swearing a greate 
Sta then either of theſe ? Certainly the man ol 
ner of Exprethion doth plainly intimate as if 19 
exceeded theſe, and all other fins,and that it wergY f 
abſolutely the greateſt of all Sins. he 

Which precept likewiſe 1s prefaced, with the : 
Loving and Winning Compellation of Brep. © 
thren; by which he would have them learn ang 
underſtand, that it was out of perfe& Love and” 
Kindneſs to them, that he ſo earneſtly defireg'% 
them above all things to avoid Swearing. t. 

Although we lye under many Obligations tqſ'** 


Love, and-to-do good to all men, yet ought: 
wi len 


f 
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FAwe more eſpecially to Love the Brotherhood 5 
-al(1 Pet. 2.17.) 
yl The word Brother is a word of a' large Ex- 
ent  and--is. taken in many ſenſes, but in the 
-amore ſenſes,or reſpects, any perſons are Brethren, 
Jr the nearer they- are ſuch the greater Love 
and kindneſs they ought to have for one ano- 
\afther, and to adviſe each other for their good. 
e'ought to wrong and inju@® no man, much 

ſs our Brethren,(AEs 7. 26.) le are Brethren, 
\t$*by do ye wrong one t0 another ? And (i Pet. 3.8.) 
\alove as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. 
ef Many and variousare the Offices of Love and 
indneſs that Brethren owe to each other, but 
»$mongſt them all, I know none greater then 

hat, ( Exod. 19. i7.) Thou ſhalt not hate thy 
Wrother tm thy heart, thon ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 

vey Neighbour, and not ſuffer fin upon him. 
er) We:cannot therefore do a greater a& of kind- 
11Þels, or give a greater Teſtimony of our Love 
- 30 our Brethren, than to diſlwade them earneſt- 
>rdy from fin, eſpecially ſuch as evidently bring 

hem into danger of Damnation. 
hd Brethren, ſays our Apoſtle here, (v, 19. & 20. 
relf any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert 
nd 3 Let him know that he which.converteth a 
ne#nmer from the errour of his way ſhall ſawe a Soul 
redfom death, and cover. a multitude of fins, 

St. Paul writing to. Philemon concerning Oneſs- 
; tq'#s ſays thus (v. 8.) Thol might bemuch bold 
hi Chriſt to enjoin +thee that which is conve- 
welent yet for Love's ſake, I rather beſeech thee: 
hs _- 1hus, - 


, 
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' Thus;tho St. Fames might peremptorily require} 
the Chriſtians he writes to, yet he rather uſeth|(K 
the kind importunity of a Friend, then the 'Au- 9 
thority of an Apoſtle ; Exciting them out of |? 
pure kindneſs to themſelves, and to their own 
Souls, above all things to avoid Swearing. no 
Common and vain Swearing is ſo filly, fool-{'* 
iſh and Idle a thing, that me thinks a Man thatÞ"* 
pretends to reaſoS ſhould be aſhamed of it. AndÞ** 
I verily believe it will be difficult to give anyÞ 
reaſon, or gueſs how it ſhould become fo com- 
mon and uſual, but becauſe it is ſo very wicked 
and ſinful, which is likewiſe the only reaſon thatſ® 
can be thought of, why it ſhould be accounted th! 
a Gentile accompliſhment and an Ornament ol aft 
Speech. = 
But many Men are arrived to that hardneſgs"* 
of heart and Searedneſs of Conſcience, that they plc 
think it a Low mean Spirited thing, and” be-[c! 
neath a Gentleman to be afraid of Sinning. But], 
if they will own themſelves to be men, they ſh 
muſt confeſs that if they are not afraid of Sinſ**? 
they ought to beaſhamed of folly, for thoſe thatf®' 
Glory in their ſhame, and think wickednefs andf®! 
debauchery noblemiſh to their reputation, can! 
not endure, that any one ſhould think, or acÞ"' 
eount them Fools. | h1 
| And yet among all ſins there is no one 
vain,ſenſeleſs 8 fooliſhas that of raſh Swearing £2 
all ſin,indeed is but folly and madneſs ; But the* 
common Swearer is arrived to the Higheſf*< 
pitch of Folly, he is given up to a reprobat 
| TD mind 
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remind, as St.Paut ſays of the Profligate Gentiles, 
-þ ((Rom. 1. 2.8.) «is 29b4pgy vzr, to a ſenfleſs mind, 
1-1t0 a mind void of Judgment and Underſtand- 
of(ing, as the word ſignifieth, 
1m For either there is really a God, or there 1s 
not ; Is there certainly a God ! Doth the Swear- 
ers believe it, and 1s he ſenſible who and what 
aphhe is; And doth he think himſelf wiſe in 
\dfirifling with and abuſing his holy, and facred 
e by profane and wariten Oaths? 
1n.| Or if there is no God, is it not a Childiſh and 
4 mpertinent thing for thoſe that pretend to wit 
and reaſon to Swear by that which 1s not ; Is 
this the way for Men of Honour and Cre- 
dit to be believed in what they aftrm or deny ? 
Or 1s nonſence, vanity and impertinency fo 
eat an ornament of diſcourſe ? Is there ſuch 
lealing Rhetorick, are there ſuch taking 
Charms in inſignificant Oaths ? 

But were Swearing only a filly thing, a child- 
eyliſh and innocent folly, they might be indulgd.. 
5144nd let alone 1n 1t till they grew wiſer ; rhey 
.agmight be Objects of Pity rather than Cenſure 
1q4or who 1s concern'd to fee Children taken. 
nth Toysand Paubles. I ſhall therefore, as [ 
:cpromiſed, ſhow that tis not only a very fooliſh 
hing, but a moſt heinous and pernicious fin. 

@ That it is exceeding finful will appear if we 
- onſider, 1. That 1t 1s a fin againſt the Law of 
Nature, and Reaſon; a violation of Natural 
efReligion. 

That there is a God, and that this God is in\ 
B 4 finite, 


att 
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x The Swearer's Doom. 
finite, eternal, omnipotent; that he is omni» 
{icient, wiſe, juſt and ggod ; that he is the moſt |h 
perfet and compleat, and alſo the Sovereign or 
Supreme Being : Theſe things. are not more 
plainly revealed in Scripture, than diſcernible 
by the Light of Nature and Reaſon. 

For St. Paul aſſures us (Rom. 1. 20.) that the(fo 
Inviſible things of him from the Creation arefof 
plainly ſeen, being underſtood by the thingsJif 
that are made, even his Eternal Power and God-|th 
head. And doth it not therefore plainly argueJth 
want of due fear and Reverence, when thoſ@]Bc 
that have no ſenſe, conſideration or remem-Jw 
brance of him, ſhall Idly and wantonly make 
uſe of his Sacred name in prophane and wicked th 
diſcourſe > The Heathens themſelves held it}fe 
unlawful for men to Swear by the Names of |U 
their Gods, unleſs 1t were done religiouſly, aw- 
fully, and in ſerious, and weighty Caules. th 

The Turks who are great Afſertors of the|m 
unity of the Godhead, and Irreconcileable Ene- | oz 
mies to Idolatry; Yet give in a manner the; u: 
ſame honour to the name of God that they do{al 
to himſelf, of which that Learned Amballador|R; 
Busbequins gives ſeveral Inſtances in his Epiſtles. 

' He tells us that he ſaw an Army of them| vz 
when they were at their Solemn devotions, and{b) 
he obſerved that when in reading the Alcaron,|tr 
(which is their Bible) or of their Prayers, the| vc 
Prieft 'pronounced the name of Mahomet they|S\ 
all bowed themſelves very low, but when hear 
pronounced the name of God they tell flat _ te 
EM is = fore Jen ng we Hey oo ent OY 
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i-Sheir Faces to the Ground, And he ſays that 
they are exceeding careful to preſerve Paper 
r{from any filth or Defilement, and that if they 
efchance ro ſee any lie ſcattered on the ground, 
efthey prefently take it up, wipe it, and put it 
into ſome ſafe place z and the reaſon they give 
effor it is this that for ought they know, the name 
refof God hath been, or 1s written upon it. And 
2SIif any one doth tread, or (it upon the Alcaron, 
d-Jthey eſteem it an unpardonable Crime : Becauſe 
ie|they look upon it as a contempt caſt upon that 
ſaIBook, in which the Name of God 1s ſo often 
n-[written. 
cel And ſhall Ignorance and Superſtition make 
d (them more tender of the name of God, and more 
it|fearful to abuſe it, then true Religion makes 
of} Us? 
y-| Certainly the ſame Light of nature and reaſon 
that telis us that there is a God, who 1s Al- 
he|mighty in Power, Terrible in Majeſty, and who 
e- | ought to be feared and adored by us, will tell 
he; us alſo, that we ought not to be prophane and 
do] abuſe his ſacred name, or Attributes,by vain agd 
or|Raſh Oaths or Curſes. 
es.] For what Slighting, Contemning and Under- 
-m| valuing of God isit, when Men ſhall Idly Swear 
nd] by his Glorious name in moſt light, impertinent, 
Mn,|trifling matters z and yet many there are ſo 
he| void of the fear of God, that they Cuſtomarily 
ey[Swear toſuch vain and fooliſh Things as a wiſe 
heland ſober man would be aſhamed barely to ut- 
on|ter with his Mouth. 
eir | | 2. It 
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2, It is a Sin plainly and peremptorily for=Jhj 


hidden, and ſurely if we ſtood in no other re-.|; 
lation 0 God than that of Creatures to their: 


Creator, his Command is ſufficient to oblige us 
to obedience. 

If the Gentiles who had only the Law of rea- 
ſon, and light of nature to dire& them, thought 
themſelves obliged toabſtain from this Sin; how 


much more ought thoſe to dread it, to whom. 


God has forbidden 1t by an expreſs and promul- 
gate Law ? 

If weare not downright Atheiſts, if we have 
any belief that there 1sa God who made us, and 
not we our ſelves, we cannot but confeſs that 
he hath a Soveraign and Undoubted power over 
us, that he hath a right to command us, that all 
his commands are to be anſwer'd by us with 
ſuch - an unlimitted obedience as admits of no 
Exception or Reſerve, that his will being made 
known and diſcovered to us ought to be the rule 
of all our Actions, and his Law the meaſure and 
ſtandard of obedience. 

A common and cuſtomary Swearer that owns 
there 1s a God, and who hath ſtrictly forbidden 
men to take his name in vain, muſt needs be 
be the moſt wilful, Perverſe and Reprobate Sin- 
ner on this {ide Hell ; for he doth in effect ſay as 
Pharoah did, who #s the Lord that I ſhould obey 
him 2 He bids open defiance to his Authority : 
Such an one 1s as obſtinately wicked as were 
the Jews in the Height of their Impiety, when 
they told God plainly that they would not my 

is 
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This 'commands, (Fer. 22. 2:.) 1 bake unto thee 
in thy proſperity, but thou ſaidſt, 1 will not hear : 
1Thts hath been thy manner from thy youth that thou 
haſt not obeyed my woice. 

' That Prophet tell us, (Chap. 42. 2.) of ſome 
who defired him to enquire of God what courſe 
they ſhouldtake, promiting faithfully that what 
ever God ſhould command them, they would 
certainly do 1t, but when the Prophet brought 
them ſuch an Anſwer as they did not like, they 
were ſo far from doing as-they promisd that 
they railed upon him and abuted him ; This 
was a great Sinin them, and yet they had fome- 
pretence for their diſobedience,z3z. they did not 
believe that God had ſent ſuch an anſwer. by 
him, but that Bayzch and he had confpired to» 
gether on purpoſe to betray them into the hand 
of the Caldeans, (Fer. 43. 3.) 

- Certainly common and profane Swearers are 

far worſe then thoſe, more bold and refractory, 
tor they own that God hath forbidden them to 
take his name 1n vain, and yet they will do 
it > What 1s this but to ſay plainly as thoſe,(7ob 
21.14.) depart from us,ure deſire not the knowledge 
of thy ways, what 1s the Almighty that we ſhould 
| ſerve or obey hm? They are certainly the moſt 
wilful, ſtubborn, the moſt perverſeand reſolved 
Sinners upon earth : As for other Sinns, tho 
they are Great and Heinous, yet thoſe that are 
Guilty of them have ſome ſhame and modeſty 

with them, for they endeavour to conceal 

and hide them, but common Swearers are open 

and 


," 
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and braſenfacd, audacious,and impudent. Thel 


lyer will fo tell his tale, and contrive his ſtory, 
that it may (if- poſſible) gain belief, at leaſt 
that it may not be contradicted or diſproved, 


and rather then it ſhall be ſo, he will add an | o 


Oath to his lie to preſerve his credit, and that: 


he may not be accounted a lyer ; which plain-\ u 
ly ſhows he is aſhamed of lying, tho' not of | h 


Swearing. 


| tl 


The eye of the Adulterer waiteth for the-| n 
Twilight, ſaying, no eye ſhall ſee me, and dif-/] y 
guiſeth his face : In the dark they dig through] t/ 
houſes which they had markt for themſelves-| 2: 
in the day time, they know not the light, for }\o/ 


the morning is to them | even as the ſhadow of 
Death, (Fob 24. 15.) the Adultreſs , will (if 

poſſible) ſo can her Lewdneſs, that there 
ſhall no more ſign be ſeen of it,.. then of the 
way of an Eagle in the Air, a Serpent on the 
Rock, of a ſhip in the Sea : ſhe eateth, and wip- 
eth ber mouth, and ſaith, I have done no wickedneſ', 
(Prov. 30.20.) The Thief endeavours to conceal 
his Theft, as much for ſhame as fear, and isas 
much aſhamed as affraid when he is faund out, 
and diſcovered (Fer. 2. 26.) 

But the common. Swearer has an Whores 
Forehead, that refuſeth to Bluſh; hedeclares his 
ſin as Sodom, and hides it not; (Fer. 3. 9.) 
and is arrived to the ſame Pitch of Impudence 
with thoſe (Fer. 6. 15.) who, when they had 
committed all manner of abomination , were 
not aſhamed, neither could they bluſh ; 5 winch 

OWS 


ſhows they .are hardned in it. & 
> So that-tis no abatement of the heinouſneſs 
7,1 of this Sin that'it doth not like others ſhelter 
t | it ſelf under thecover of hypocriſy, but appears 
'3 _ as it is, but rather a great aggravation 
of it. 
For God has not only forbidden men to make 
{ uſe of his ſacred name vainly & irreverently, but 
| hehas in ſeveral places requir'dthem whenever 
| they uſe it, to do it with the greateſt awful 
neſs and fear, the greateſt Veneration and Re- 
/| verence, (Lev. 19.12,) Thou ſhalt not prophane 
'} the Name of thy God; I am the Lord, (Deut. 
128.58.) God Threatns thus, If thou wilt not 
Yobſerve to do all the words of this Law, that thou 
| mayeſt fear this glorious and fearful name, (The 
ifi|Lord thy God) Then the Lord ſhall make 
e [thy Plagues wonderful , and the Plagnes of thy 
e Seed, even Great Plagues , and of long continu- 
© | ance. 
»- | And this doubtleſs is the great reaſon why 
5, (the name of God is ſo often in Scripture put 
ll [for God himſelf, That we may know, that he' 
S [that by raſh Oaths and Curſes prophaneth the. 
t, [former, doth thereby affront and diſhonnour 
the latter. | 
S | In brief; The Law of God 1s fo plain and oy 
's |peremptory in. this caſe , that tis impoſſible- © 
) [that any ſhould be guilty of the wilful and 
e |Cuſtomary Breach of it , but muſt <in againſt, 
d and wound his own Conſcience , if he have 
Ee 
h 


any, | 
4 3. This 


oP 
_ 


, 
o 


FS 
F ©." 


3: This Law "o God which forbids raſh ano 
vain Swearing is no hard or difthcult Law, bugfu 
'tis as eaſy as 'tis reaſonable. If (ſaid Naamarn - 
Servants to him) the Pro — '”y bidden the 
do ſome” great thing, woulaſt thon not have done d 
it ? If God commands us any thing that is diff tt 
cult,yet we ought to ſet about tz -and if he rep a 
quires us to abſtain from doing any thing, w 
ought not to do that thing, how much ſoevel w 

e areinclinedtoitz and'can we not for hif 

" ſake forbear the doing of that'which we ought'v 
not to do it he had not forbidden it. When God Cc: 
commanded Abraham to offer up his only Son,hqn 
did not refuſe to do 1t, and ſhall not we leavqu 
a Fooliſh Sin, when he tells us how odiouy Tr 
and diſpleafing tis to him ? fl 

Of all the Laws of the Ten Commandmenty 'a 
this is by far the eaſieſt to be kept, which fory | 
bid; usto take the name of God in vain: atleaſt af t 
far as it reſpects vain Oaths. l 

Conſidering how prone Mankind are tq 

Idolatry, and how univerſally the world way 

| 


( 
overrun with it z It was an hard matrer td « 
make the Jews obſerve the two firſt Com 1 
mandments. « 1 
; 
4 
; 


The Law that concern'd the Sabbath w 

© looked upon then as burthenfom, and uneaſi 
and againſt their profit and intereft as they'4 
thought, (Amos 8. 5.) | 
1he Laws which forbid, Murther, adultery 
Theft, Pride and Intemperance, arevery dify : 
ficult to be kept,congdering the great depravity - 

of © 
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ingof our Natures : it requires great. care, watch- 

bug fulneſs, and ſ{elf-denyal to yield a ſincere and-in- 

my ward obedience to thoſe Laws. The Sins that 

he are forbidden by thoſe Laws are ſo hard to . 

ng be avoided, that our Saviour Compares it to 

iff} the cutting offa right hand, and plucking out 

re} a Right eye, but this is not ſuch. 

wg + Had: God commanded us to forbear Meat 

vey when we were hungry, or Drink when we 

hy were thirſty , or Sleep and Reſt when we 

phq-were weary, we might ſeem to have ſome 

04 cauſe to complain of the hardneſs and uneaſi- 

,hq neſs of ſuch Commands. But when he requires 

2vq us not to make uſe of his Name vainly and ir- - 

ouy reverently, 1s this ſuch an unreaſonable Re- 
ſtraint, as not to be endured ? Are ſuch Bonds 

nty 'as theſe ſo cumberſom, that we muſt needs 

or burſt them aſunder, are thefe Cords ſo uneafie 

t ay that we muſt caft them from us ? what 1s this. 
but perverſeneſs and obſtinacy ? 

tq There was a time when God did impoſe up- 

vay on the Jews burthenſom and uneafſie Laws in- 

'tq deed: Far ſo St. Peter calls the Ceremonial 

mf} Law,(As 15. 10.) Why tempt you God to put 4 
Toke upon the Diſciples, which neither our Fathers 

vay nor we were able to bear ? St. Paul ( Gal. 5.1.) 

fie] calls it a Yoke of Bondage, and ſays,that whiift 

ey the Church continued under the obligation of 

It, it was as a Child in its minority. 

ry] Yea, God himſelf calls them Statutes that 

were not good, and Fudgments by which men ſhould 

ty 220t live, (Ezek. 20. 25) * 
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©.” Andyet whilft that Law ftaodin force, ther | 
”. were boat zealous, godly and. conſcientious] R 
Jew, that would: break any part of it-: - The 
greateſt Extremities could not make them eat 
any thing which that Law forbad; and-ifat any 
time they did touch any thing that was un- 
clean, it was againſt their will. | ti 
And did they willingly abſtam from every] to 
thing that was forbidden by that Law, tho'] pj 
the things forbidden were innocent and harm-| nj 
leſs, and tho they were abridg'd of their Lis|er 
berty, only that God might make tryal of their{hj 
Obedience? Iw 
And dare we with unhallowed mouths pro-[fa 
fane the ſacred Name of God,which he hath de4an 
clared he will have no man take 1invain, when up 
'tis not only. ſo reaſonable, but eafie for us to 
abſtain from it ? | bo 
Now that the Law that forbids raſh and pro-Jpl, 
fane Swearing, is not only a moſt reaſonable,}M, 
but eafte Law, will plainly appear if we con-ÞD 
ſider further, 
4ly. That no man can pretend he has any þo 
temptation to break it. There are very few |: 
other ſins, but men may have ſome tempta-Pj 
tions to commit them; but the Swearer can-Jne 
not poſſibly have any worthy of that name. _ his 
If a man murther his Neighbour, perhaps 6: 
that Neighbour is his Enemy, or he thinks him 
ſo, or he hath wronged or injured him, and the 
{weetneſs of Revenge tempts him. | 
Or perhaps there 1s a proſpe& of gain and 
| advantage | 
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- tape in the Uſe which tempted thoſe F 
Robbers! olomon ipeaks of, ( Prov. x. 11.) who = 
| ſaid, Come, let us lay wait for innocent blood, &c. 
we ſhall find all precious ſubſtance, and fill our 
_ Loens with ſpoil. 
The Adulterer gratifies his natural inclina- 
p Whos his tem ” and conſtitution prompts him 
Yi to uncleannefs, and when he meets with a 
0] pleaſing and deſirable obje&, and a fit opportu- 
1-[nity, he is drawn afide by his own luſts and 
&\ enticed, (James 1. 14.) ſo that he cannot deny 
Ir]himfelf, nor reſiſt the power z he is allured 
Iwith the ſweetneſs of toln waters,and the plea- 
0-fantneſs of bread eaten in ſecret ; . Prov. g. 7.) 
ind the hope of taking his fall of love prevails 
n upon him; (Prov. 7 1 8.) 
to]. The lioankeed, perhaps has a dry and thirſty 
conſtitution, and. the Liquor 1s grateful and 
pleaſing to him 3 or his love of Company and 
&, erriment ingages him in that ſottiſh kind of 
n-Debauchery. 
He that robs, or ſteals,-or couſens, covolah 
1y fo himſelf ſome advantage of gain or profit. 
W | If the ambitious man is guilty of Lying, or 
a-Pifhmulation, it is to get honour and prefer- 
n-Mment;z if men are quarrelſom and contentious, 
is' their intereſt makes them ſo. And 'tis hard 
pSp'find out any fin to-which men have not ſome 
1m ſemptation or other: - 
he | But Swearing-is:a fin of meer wilfulneſs and 
xrverſeneſs;; for which no one that is guilty of 
nd F can alledge a w_ or- juſtly pretend-8 
ge |... Ws RL 
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- think that he-who will daringly and prefumy Þ 


temptation : ' So that {as the Author: of the} 
wholy Duty of Man faith) in this fin the Devil 
doth not play the Merchant for our Souls, as| 
he doth in others; he doth not fo much as] | 
cheapen them ; but the Swearer freely gives up 
his into his-hands ; he ſells it for nought, and] | 
takes no Money for it ; he doth, not fo much 
as barter for it. Web 

But perhaps the Swearer thinks that tho] I: 
his fin is not gainful or advantagious to him di-ſ v 
realy, yet it may be ſo indirectly or by coife-| fc 
quence; perhaps he fancies his Oaths are a| R 
ſtrong confirmation of his words and that theyf 1 
are taken ſo to be, and that he ſhall be. the tc 
ſooner believed, if he confirms what he ſpeaks) th 
by Oaths, and that he may conſequently the ſu 
more eaſily couſen and ' deceive, and 1mpoſq he 
upon others to his profit and advantage: Buſan 
certainly he hath no reaſon to expect thus, uny mt 
leſs he were always ſure to meet with: fool 
For why muſt the Swearer be betteved thqfoc 
ſooner for his Oaths? 'tis' poſſible he may bdanc 
{o ſometimes. 2 Us. 1:21] ng 

But he is a very unwiſe man that will bqthi 
Leve a cuſtoinary Swearer, eſpecially that wil ? 
believe him the ſooner for his ſwearing : {Ne 
wiſe man will rather ſuſpect the truth of. whabe « 
he' aſſert, and good reaſon for it ; for whihim 
ſhould we think that he that makes no-commud 
ſcience of finning egainſt! God fhonld malkÞon; 
any of deceiving men ? Yea; why Thould''wctu 
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tuouſly adventure upon a fin which God hath | 
fo plainly forbidden, :;and by which he is fo 
| grievouſly provok'd, when no profit or advan- 
; | tage can; be expected from it, ſhould in ths 
| leaſt ſcruple to couſen and lye, when he has a 
|] proſpect of gain and advantage by it ? : 
1] Betides; if this is the thing that moves a man 
to ſwear, that he 'may be the more eaſily bes 
heved, doth he. not plainly debaſe and under- 
-| value himſelf? intimating that he thinks him- 
>-| ſelf to : be a perſon of: very ſmall Credit and 
Reputation, that none; will take his word with- 
out an Oath. And: indeed men's forwardneſs 
to confirm every flight and trivial thing that 
they ſay with an Oath; gives men juſt cauſe to 
ie] ſuſpe&t the falſeneſs and inſincerity. of their 
hearts, and that there is ſome inward guilt 
and hypocrifie v hich they indeavour by that 


But ſuppoſe chat the Swearesil is believed the 
ſooner for his Oaths, -and conſequently can-lye 
and diſſemble to his greater profit-and advan- 
ſtage, yet-confider what a dreadful and horrible 
bathing this 1s. 

_ "Lis a {great fin for a man to injure his 
: FNeighbour, todo any thing by which he may 
- de darnnified, that : he "may gam - and enrich 
x libimfelf thereby. God hath forbidden us as 
conmuch-as'to:covet any thing that' is our Neigh- 
al ours; how much-greater a lin is it-for a man 
actually to deprive. him. of it ? 

mf For & man to ule Lying; and Deceit . a5: 4 
oul. C 2 ineats 
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-means to defraud his Neighbour for his own 
gain & advantage is yet a greater (in; but when 
a man ſhall add to theſe wilful Oaths, what 1s 
this but in a manner to challenge and dare 
God to-damn him for altogether ? 

. Now, 1 ſay, This therefore 1s the great aggra- 
vation of the fin of ſwearing that he that is guil- 
ty of it, -has no temptation to it. For this 1s 
certain, hat when a man falls into, or 1s guilty 
of any ſin, 'when he haslittle or no temptation 
to it, it is a great aggravation of it, becauſe it 
plainly ſhows the great'- power and dominion li 
that ſin has over ſuch ats one. 

Were temptations never fo ſtrong and po w- 
erfu!, 'tis our duty to watch and pray againſt | 
them, to reſiſt them to the utmoſt of our power; 
and if we yield to them, we are inexcuſable ; 
for nothing can excuſe our finning againſt God. 

But when a man ſhall be brought under the 
power of any {in or fins, ſo as to be guilty of 
them cuſtomarily and when there 1s no tempta- 
tion to them, this ſhews that fin hath gotten! 
abſolute dominion over him Or rather ins 
deed that he hath with Ahab fold himſelf to dol, : 
wickedly, ( » Kzngs 21. 25. } and that Satan ly 
has not 'only taken the poſſeſſion, but filled|2”' 
his heart, as was ſaid of Anantas, (Atts 5. 3.) he 

Many times very good men have been drawn for 

into great {ins by great and violent temptations; 

but then no ſooner are they ſenſible of it, but} 
they loth , and hate, and abhor themſelves lids 
and they are filld with an holy Indignation*"* 
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and revenge, as St. Pant ſays, (2/Cor. 7: 11.” 

Thus David was guilty,of Adultery and Mur- 
ther, both. exceeding great fins 5 But then the 
temptations to both were very great, and when 
he-was made ſenhble of what he had done ; he 
_ | made: his'Bed to ſwim and watered his Couch 
, \with Tears, (#/al. 6. 6.) it causd- him to. go 
/ -x= of years Mourning in the bitterneſs of his 

ul. 

, St. Peter's denyal of his Maſter : was a great 

1 [{11n, and-that which made it much greater was 

that. be, confirm'd his denyal with Oaths atid 

curſes, that he might be believed. 

&! But how great was the temptation he lay 

4 under; was it not the fear of his Life, the appa- 

, ;]rent danger he was in of dying with and for 

4.1Chriſt that made him deny him? And tho' he 

had done thus, yet no ſooner did his Maſter 
of|caſt his eye upon; him, bur thEglance of it en- 
a.|fred his heart, peirced his Soul, and begat ſuch 
felf- abhorrence & remorſe, that he went out and 

{wept bitterly, Mat. 26. 75.) 

3ol, Butthe common Swearer boldly and inſolent- 

anl!y prophanes the ſacred name of God with- 

eq|out any the leaſt temptetion to it, and when 
lhe has done it never ſo often, he has no remorſe 
for it, nor is he troubled at it. 

Ka Tis a ſign that a man is exceeding covetous 
Iwhen he will couſen and lye for a {mall incon- 
Iſiderable gain, elpecially if he bea very rich man, 
and hath no need of it 

ind 215 4 lign, that a 9man is very cholerick and 

a | [> 3 paſhonate, 
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paſſionate, when he will ſtab a mani 
tle or no provocation 5 And that heis very 
Ht Natured” and 'Malictous, ' that will utterly 
ruinea-man for an inconſiderate word;: ” 

And tis a'fign that Atheifme, and Infidelity, 
Prophanenels and Irreligion;” is deeply rooted 
in that man- from whole: -mouth 'Oaths and 
Curſes flow naturally, and'Infenſtbly;' when 
there 1s neither temptation to it, Nor occaliori 
for 1t. 

5ly. There are few or no other Als; Which 
thoſe that are guilty of them, ' may” riot find 
ſome excuſe for; But no mari can have any 
for raſhand vain Swearirig: He thar is guilty of 
it, lying under no temptation of profit, pleaſure, 
and honnour, which are the” three great and 
powerful temptations by which, -or'/at leaſt 
by one of which men are drawn into moft other 
Sins. V 

Indeed thoſe that are-guilty of this abomina- 
ble fin are apt to alleadg ſome trivial excuſe in 
Mitigation of their guilt ; but they are very 
Trivial ones indeed. 

The moſt common Excuſe 1s anger, paſſion, 
and provocation. But this 1s no Excuſe to 
mwany who are Uſually, and Cuſtomarily guil- 
ty of. this Sin in common diſcourſe , and that 
as well when taey are pleas'd, as Angry. 

But1s Anger a Suthcent Excuſe for it ? what 
cannot a Man be Angry but he muſt Sin; Sup- 
poſe a man hath juſe. cauſe to be Angry he 
is baſely and unworthily lyfred, and abuſed ; 

W hat 


upon lit- 
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yr then muſt-he revenge himſelf upon God, 


uſt he fly inthe face.of his maker ; VWhathurt 
or injury hath he done him? 
This is as fooliſh and unreaſonable, as if a 


| man that is injured by his Enemy,{hould revenge 


the injury upon his beſt Friend; and unworthi- . 


[ly revile and'abuſe him;for that in which he had 


no hand or concern. 

This is to A& like Brute Beaſts, who when 
they are Cnafed and Inraged, Aflault any Per- 
ſons that ſtand in their way,not being able to di- 
ſtinguiſh who did, or who did not 1njure 
or offend them , but take every one for their 


Foe. 
Its faid (Ifay. 57. 20.) That the wicked are like 


| to the troubled ſea, when 1t canuot reſt, whoſe waters 


caſt up mire and dirt. 

Tis the violence and fury of the Wind, that 
diſturbs the Sea, and makes it unquiet, but the 
mireand dirt it throws up, 1s upon the ſhore, that 
is not concerned. 

Thus what ever it be that diſturbs the Swear- 
er, and puts him into a Paſſion, he vomits up 
all the filthineſs of his heart, and caſts it upon 
God ! Like the Aſſrian King who being offend- 
ed and inrag'd againſt Iſrael, vents his malice and 
ſpleen, and his Blaſphemous Reproaches againſt 
his Maker; and in his rage he abuſes him moſt, 
that ſet him up, and who gave himall the power 
that hehad, (1/a 37. 23.) 

If the Swearer in his paſhon doth 1njure or 
hurt the perſon thar- provoked him, it might 
C 4 look 


— 
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 Jook like ſomething. of an; excule z But if he- 
were never ſo Juſtiy Provoked, and hath never 
ſo much cauſe to be angry, is this, a ſufficient |tc 
Reaſon. or indeed a tolerable excuſe, for his | 
abuſing the name and honnour of God ? ſh 

I ſaid im my haſte (ſays David) all men are lyars, | E 
(P/a'. 116.11. when Saul perſecuted him, and; |o1 
his own People ſpake of ſftoning him; ' he was |la 
ready to conclude there was no truſt in man; |r 
and yet even then, when the falſeneſs and trea- | rc 
chery of men had put him into the greateſt 
paſſon, he kept up an awful reverence of God, | fe 

he durſt not let his Tongue looſe againſt him w 
no, for, ſays he, (v. 12.) what reward ſhall T|t 
give unto the Lord, &c? tl 
- Men may unworthily abuſe us, affront and | ſt 
injure us, and move us to great impatience z | v 
but what,” muſt we then curſe and ſwear, as if | h 
God were the perſon that provoked us? and | at 
yet this 18 the 5wearer's caſe, who makes his| a 

fon and anger an excuſe for his fin, which is, | a1 
and muſt needs be a very fooliſh pretepce, un- } uv 
leſs God were the perſon that had wrongfully 

and unjuſtly injured, and provoked him. I 

Certainly anger and paſhon can be no excuſe] a 

for Swearing, unleſs it be God that gives the| n 
provocation, no more than 'tis for a man's re-| t! 
venging himſelf on his Friend, becauſe he is| / 
injured or affronted by his Enemy ; as I have| 1 
already ſhown. [ 
- It wasa raſh and wicked ſpeech of Jehoram| g 

the Son of 4hab, when Samaria was ftraitly ber| d 
lieged 
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Afieged by the Syrians, and the Famine was 
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ſore, that the Women ſlew their own Children 
to feed on, ( 2 Kings 6. 31.)C od do ſo to me, and 
more alſo, if the head of Eliſha the Son of Shaphat 
ſhall ſtand upon him to day; why, what hurt had 
El:jſha dcne him ? had he call'd in- the £yr2ans, 
or cauſed the Famine? no; it was his own Ido- 
latry and wickedneſs that broug| t thoſe Judg- 
\ments uport him, and yet he ſwore he wouid 
revenge himſelf on the Prophet. 

But he was a true Son of Ahab and Jezebel; 
for thus Ahab reproached E1ujah as his Enemy, 
[who was indeed his beſt Friend; & Jezebel ſwore 
ſhe would take off his head, becauſe he had ſlain 
\the Prophets of Baal ; when he was only an In- 
ſtrument in God's hand, and only faid and did 
what he was commanded ; which they might 
have known and underſtood if thi'y would 
and probably they did, but God was too high, 
and out of the reach of their malice and ſpight, 
and therefore they would wreck their revenge 
upon his Prophet. | 

When Corah and his Brethren the Sons of 
Levi, being full of ſpite and envy,for that Aaron 
and his Sons engroſled the Prieſt's Office, and 
made them their Underlings, who thought 
themſelves as worthy of the triefthood as theys 
Moſes thus reaſons the caſe with them, (Numb, 
16. 9. Seemeth it a ſmall thing unto you, that the 
Lord God of Iſrael hath ſeparated you from the Con- 
gregation of I{rael, to bring * ou near to himſelf to 
do the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the Lord, and tg 


fland 
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ftand before the Congregration to 'minifler unto 


them, and he hath brought thee near unto him, and |; 


all thy Brethren the Sons of Levi with thee , and 
ſeek ye the Prieſthood alfo ? 

For which cauſe both thou, and all : hy com- 
pany are gathered together againſt the Lord, 
and what is Aaron that ye murmure ayainſt 
him? But this they would not underſtand, that 
it was by God's appointment, that Aaron and 
his Sons had the Prieſthood, and that he had 
given them the Levites to be their under-Ofh- 
cers and Afiſtants z but they pretended that 
'twas Aaron's own pride and ambicion, thar 


cauſed him to lift up himſelf above the People| 
of the Lord, who were as holy as he ; They £ 


would not own that their Quarrel was again 
Gol, but againſt Aaron : 
But now Swearers are more bold and impu- 


dent in their Sin than theſe, who ever affronts, | . 


injures, orabuſeth them, yea whoever doth or 
ſpeaks any thing that is diſplealing to them, 
they no ſooner fall into a paſſion, but God 1s 
made the Obje& of their fury, as if he were 
the perſon that injured them. 

But be not deceived God is not mocked, let 
not man make anger or provocation an excuſe 
for Swearing; but let him take heed, leſt he 
provoke God to Swear too 3 (z. e.) to Swear 1n 
his Wrath, as he once did concerning the # 
raclites in the day of their provocation,that they 
ſhould never enter into his reſt. | 

| The other Excuſes that Swearers have for 
o their 
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their Sin, are ſo {ily and idle, ſo vain and foul-' 


liſh, that they ave riot worth mentioning, yea | 


they are ſuch as they themſelves do not: openly 
alleadge, -bpt' rather leave others to gueſs at 
them 3 and they are the commonnels and the 
gentility of the S1ns.- | 
\ As to the firſt, tis rue that ſuch *1ns as are 
moſt common and uſual, are little taken notice 
of; and mbn-generally account them the ſmaller, 
for that they are ſo frequent. 

Such Sins: as are rarely heard of, are much 
tekennotice bf, and they beget wonder and 
Afteniſhment ; But w here they are rife,they are 
eſteemed ſmall and inconfiderable. p 

— The+in 'of Sodomy in all Chriſtian Nations 
is ſeldom heard of; But in Soaom no one was' 
aſhamed of it. and amonz the Turks ſmall-ac- 
count is made of it. : 

- The Romans were preat- pretenders to truth 
and could not endure lying: But the Gretans who 
werealways lyers, and the Greczans their Neigh- 
bours (if the Romans did not abuſe them '\ ra- 
ther gloried 1n it, then took ſhame at it. In 
all Civiliz'd Nations a Thietis moſt deſpicable 
and ccntemptible z and yet the Colchians hard- 
ly think their-C hildren good for any thing who 
are not cunning and dextrous at it : Buſbequins 
(Epiſt. 3. p. 208.) 7 

| It's well known that this Nation has been 
formerly admired, and mightily commended 
for it's ſobriety { Tu n0» bibis, Angle,&#c.) & drun- 
kenneſs as it was rarely ſeen, ſo 'twas accoun- 

_ ted 
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, tedſo odious and ſhameful, that as St.-Pgal ſays, 
”, (+« Theſ. 5. 7s) They that were drunk were drunk in; 
the night; 'twas a {in that did not dare appear, 
bare-taced, and in the lights he that was known, 
to have been drunk u as forced'to keep private, 
and was aſhamed to ſhow his face ;z, + But now: 
'tis grown ſo common and uſual, that many hard- 

ly think ita fin at moſt a very ſmall one. 

But what then, doth the commonneſs of a ſin 
extenuate it, and make it leſs? Nocertainly, 
'tis rather an aggravation of it;, {hews the 
great decreaſe of Piety and Godlineſs, and the 
great encreaſe of wickedneſs, profaneneſs, and 
debauchery. 

Tis the commonneſs of a fin that makes it 
cry {o loud for vengeance z Had there been, 
but ten Righteons Perſons in Sodom, God would 
haveſpared it; and had there been but ten guil- 
ty of thoſe great fins, 'tis probable he would 
not have deſtroyed itz; 'Twas becauſe thoſe 
great ſins were grown ſo common, that God, 
ſaid;\ that they were very grievous, and the 
cry of them was come up before him : (Gen. 
18. 20.) 

When great,and notorious fins do univerſally 
and generally prevail in a Nation.z And little 
or no notice is taken of them, and few are con- 
cerned about them, 'tis a ſign that the meaſure 
of ir's {ins are full, and that 'tis ripe for. venge- 
ance : As when all fleſh had corrupted it's ways, 
and the earth was filled with violence, 'twas time 
for the Floud to come, and ſweep them away : 


(Gep. 6 11.) Thus, | 


i Thus when dvlaty and Lewdnefs: was grown = 
io rife atnong the Canaanites, as that there was + 
hardly one-. to. be found among them that was 
[|not guilty, their Land was no longer able to 
[bear the burthen of their wickedneſs, but was 
-[forced them to ſpue out. 


And God charges the Iſraelites that they 
ſhould take heed, that they ſhould not tolerate 


any of them, ſuch as Idolatry, uncleanneſs, or 


34 like, leſt 4f they ſhould become cuſtomary, 
theſame land ſhould caſt them out too, ( Levee. 
18. 28.) 

Was Lying the ſmaller a fin or the more ex: 
cuſable in' the Cretans becauſe 'twas univerſal; 
no, rather 'twas much the greater ; for which 
cauſe St. Paul ſtrictly charges: T:z##s that he 
ſhould rebuke them ſharply, (Tz#. 1. 13.) 

We ought not therefore to follow a multt- 


|tude todo evil, (Exod. 22. 3.)for 'twereealy to 


demonſtrate that the more common-a-{in is, the 
greater, and more heinous 1t Is in the ſight of 


God. 


Again'to make Swearing a mark and token 
of Gentility is the greateſt abuſe and higheſt af- 
front can be put upon the Gentry, Gentility 
was deſigned as the reward of virtue, and all 
Civilized' Nations did ever juſtly exped that the 
gentry ſhould raiſe themſelves toan higher pitch 
then thecommonalty,- and fignalize themleſves 
by worthy and virtuous ations. 

If Swearing be a Gentile ncoomalifhment; 
4 will ſoon become ridiculous and con- 
temptible 


H 


fuch Gentlemen, how much" ſoever” they may 


any; yea they are the very ſcorn and contempt 
of the Rabble 


And if ro be able to mouth an Oatlrgracefully 


lification. to ſwear like'a Gentleman, will foon 


ſuch graceful Oaths may ſound | inifome mens 
ears, or what tropes or figures they may fancy 
in-them, I know not ; ſure I am, that Swearing 


have us ſeaſon our ſpeech to make it favoury 
and pleaſing to ſober and good men. 

Solomon tells us, Pro, 14-9.) fools make « mook 
at. fin, but what egregious fools ate'they'that 
think it a Grace and Ornament ; ' What'Grace; 
what Ornament can that be in which the mean: 
eſt ' Beggar, and: the ,veryeſt fool that isable to 
ſpeak, can come upequal with them? 

In briefs -As Swearers-are the moſt namſen- 
fical among men fo all the excuſes they can 
make for it are idle, filly.'and impertinent ; it 
being a ſin by which no man can gain any 
thing beſides everlaſting damnation,” which 
brings me to ſpeak ofthe reaſon of ' the prohi- 

'  bition,. why Thriftianſhould' aboveali things 
abſtain from Swearing 5 viz. Leſt they ſhould 
fall intocondemnation.? * * 


N\ 


be fear'd, will never - be: loved or efteemed/ by|v 


(as ſome ſpeak) ſhall be thought a gentile qua-| 


become as common and ſcandalous a Proverb,| 
as tobe as drunk as a Begger:: How rhietorically | 


is[none of that Salt with which :t.' Pa4{ would]: 


— 
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"The reaſon why the -Seribes- and Phariſces| v 
looked| .- 


F. GnpribidA an the Shs of alt fober -w4Y And} 


labiefly external, and co::ſequently why- they. 


the ie Oblipation of the 1.aw. to * J 


were very careful to avoid the outward ads of 


|Marther. Adultery, Theft. and falſe Witneſs ; 
| but made little or nothing of inger, Envy, or 


Malice (eſpecially towards Fnemies or of Luſt 


. or Covetouſneſs, was, becauſe they obſerved 


that there were no puniſhments appointed for 
theſe latter by the Judicial Law. 

They accounted the Iienth Commandment 
to be a Guard or Fence of the Laws of the Se- 
cond Table by way of advice or counſel, rather 
than properly any part of itz and therefore 
1d| they thought, that 1f a perſon did keep himſelf 


from-doing actually any hurt or injury to: his 
Neighbour, he did not violate that Law.tho' he 
were guilty of the {ins of Malice, Luſt and Co- 
vetouineſs in his heart and defires; or if they 
were ſins, they eſteemed them too ſmall and in- 
confiderable to deſerve puniſhment, becauſe 
God had not expreſly threatned any puniſh- 
; ment to them. 

And ſo in like manner here, they obſerving 
that tho'there were the ſevereſft puniſhments 
denounced in the Law, and. by the: Prophets 
againſt Perjury, or falſe Swearing, yet: there 
were none againſt raſh vain Swearing; they 
thought it but a ſmall and inconfiderable fin, 
or rather no fin at all, eſpecially whoa they 
{ſwore by.the { reatures. 

' Indeed” they pretended tachave: that aviful 
veneration of the Name:ef God; ws 
leldom 
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 , and concern; And as aſolemn confirmation} 
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ore by it but in the matters 'of weight 


of ſome great and important truth, according| f 
to that, + Ter. 4. 2 ) Thou ſbalt ſwear, the Lord| xt 
Liveth, in Truth, in [udgment, and genyieſh bi 
Yea 'tis very evident from, { Eccles. 23. 9.)| w 
that the wiſe and devout among the Jews did 
very much condemn raſh and vain ſwearing,or} 4, 
taking God's Name in vain, as very dangerous 
and inconvenient if not. abfolutely finfuland}jp 
wicked in and of it's ſelf. A 
W here the Son of Sirach adviſeth thus ; Ac-[b1 
cuſtom not thy ſelf to Swearing, neither uſe }w 
thy ſelf to the naming of the holy one : For as} 
a Servant that is continually beaten ſhall not be$za, 
without the blue mark, ſo he that Sweareth; [qc 
+ nameth God continually , ſhall not be fault-{he 
leſs. 


Swearing to the wiſe and religious, that the jm 
ſame perſon ſays, (Chap. 27. 14.) the diſcourſe of | 
fools ts irksome, and their ſpeech 1s the wantonneſs hþ, 
of ſin, - The talk of him that. Sweareth much 
maketh their hair ſtand upright, and their þ 
braules make one ſtop his ears; As it 15a 
{in therefore diſpleaſing to God, ſo 'twasodious | 
to good men,” tho it doth not appear, there was 
any bodily puniſhment, or Pecuniary Mulct ans 
next to it by the Judicial Law. 7 


But as our Saviour ſhows, ( at, 5. 20.' that 
not-only Marther, but:raſh.Anger, and appro- 
brious words, and whatever elſe proceeded fram 
SS 9 | Malice, | 
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tted by God's Law, 


Malice,” or envy-was prohib 
al #nd 'tho the Judicial Law made no” proviſion, 
8 for the puniſhment of ſuch as- were guilty of 
d|themif they did notacually injure their Neigh- 
| bours, yet God-would ſeverely puniſh them 
-)}| without repentance, ( Mat. 5. 20.) Whoſcever 5s 
dl angry with bis Brother without a canſe ſhall be in 
Yr} danger of the Judgment &Cc. 
as| And as he declares (v. 6.) That whoſoever did 
1d [look apon a Woman to luſt after her, had committed 
Adultery with her already in his heart, (4. e.,) had 
C-[broken and violated that Law, the breach of 
{e}which God had ordained ſhould be puniſhed 
aS|with death : And tho' becauſe ſuch inward 
DeJAdalt-ry of the heart is not diſcoverable,neither 
hy|doth it actually hurt any one, the Magiſtrate 
It-ſhad no authority to puniſh ſuch an one with 
death: Yet he ſhall not without repentance 
N [eſcape puniſhment from God after death, as we 
ne may evidently colle& and infer from what fol- 
of owss ( v. 29. ) Therefore if thy right Eye offetd 
ſs thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee; for it ts 
ch wofitable for thee that one of thy members periſh, 
2IC land not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into Hell. 
34] So in-like manner in the caſe of Daths z he 
us ſhows that the Third Commandment did not 
as pnly forbid Perjury, but raſh Oaths, and vain 
n- Pwearing 3 (v. 33.) Te have heard that it hath 
"7 Peen ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſbait not for- 
ut wear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto God thy Vows, 
rO- But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all, &C. 
am | As 1if he had faid, You have a Tradition 
ce, D that 


* "<TD, 


| Te the Third Commandment, and t 


- Not puniſh vain, Idle, and raſh Swearing,. we 


- is ©; > 
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hoſe other, 


Precepts concerning Oaths, do. ogly forbid falſe 4 


Swearing and that to ſwear by the Name of|, 


God (provided the thing ſworn to is true) in 
common diſcourſe, 4n light and trivial matters 
is, hardly a ſin, but to ſwear by the Creatures|7 
1570 {in atall | h 
But 1 fay unto you, that all manner of vain},z 
Swearing, wherher by God himſelf, or any offy,; 
his- Creatures, eſpecially ſuch as ſtand in any};,. 
near Relation ta him 1s ſinful, and a violation 
of that Law, which forbids you to take his name Je 
11 Vain. In 
And his words imply, that tho' there was}, 
no outward puniſhment appointed by the Law , 
for ſuch vain. and raſh Swearing, yet ſuch ag 
were guilty of 1tThould no moreeſcape the Judg{;,, 
ment of God then thoſe that were angry withſ(;. 
their Brethren without a cauſe; that were Envi 
ous, Malitious, and Revengtul, or thoſe wh 
did commit Adultery in their hearts, none of 
which without Repentance ſhould eſcape thy 
vengeance of Hell Fire. ; 
Now the reaſon why the Judicial Law did 


y 


E 
a 

| 
a 


much the ſame- with that for which it gid noþ. 
puniſh Malice, and Luft, (v:z.) becauſe Is caulg. 


not be certainly known who was guilty, and'whd E 
a CRORE - (bl 
The Lawyers ſay That the imagining, defig bs 
ing and contriving the death of the Kings Tre: 
ſon, but no man ſhall ſuffer for this, until it Ky. 
prove 
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proved by the Overt act (as they call it) that-is, 
©1till it be diſcovered and proved by ſome word 
or ation. b: 9] 
1!” The finfullneſs and malignity of the Swear- 
5 er, is the Impiet y of his heart, the want of the 
*ILove and fear of God, and of due reverence for 
[his name and Attributes, which is only know- 
Mable to God, and therefore only puniſhable by 
offhim. Now the Law of God not only permit- 
Ying men to ſwear by the name of God, but in 
Micaſes Requiring and Enjoining of it, tho' all the - 
Jews and Pharifees themſelves owned that men 4 
ſought to ſwear ſeriouſly, awfully & reverently, 
by his name, and not vainly, preſumptuouſlyand 
Wwantonly, according to the ſecond precept of 
"the Sons of Noahconcerning Blefling the name of 
">|the Lord, (which precepts the proſelyites of the 
Gates were bound to obſerve) yet their being 
YHno way to diſcern, whena man ſwore Reverent- 
'ho y or Irreverently (as there was to diſcover falſe 
 Wwearing and Blaſphemy) therefore no puniſh- 
thinent was appointed for rath Swearing as there 
was for the Latter. 
ad But] ſay, whoſoever ſeriouſly conſiders the 
W4manner and method, the drift and deſign, the 
NYonnection and coherence of our Saviour's diſ- 
wltourſe in that firſt Sermon of his on the-mounr, 
Min which he ſhews the true extent, and indiſpen- 
-- {ible obligation of the Law, and reſcues it from 
'8Mthe abuſes put upon it by the falſe Expoſitions 
Ieawhich the Scribes, and Phariſees made of it, and 
It itheir ungodly traditions ; Wull ealily preceive, 
DVe | = that 
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that he doth notonly condemn ſuch vain Swear- 

ing as ſinful, but dangerous s as rendring the 
perſon guilty obnoxious to the penalty annext |, 
to the Breachof the third commandment, (vzz.) [6 
To the vengeance of God and. eternal Damna- |z, 
tion. - 

And Indeed I am very apt to believe that this 4 
is the great reaſon why there is a'threatning ad- 
ded to that commandment. and no other, thou, 
ſhalt not take, &c. For the Lord will not hold him 
Guiltleſs, &Cc. 

As if ke had faid, take heed to thy ſelf that 
thou do not vainly and irreverently make uſe |, 
of my name thou muſt indeed often uſe it, it 
muſt be frequently in thy mouth, and many 
times thou wilt have occaſion to ſwear by it, 
but foras much as men cannot certainly know, 
when thou uſeſt it reverently, or 1rreverently,| 
ſolemnly or vainly, Ihave not given the Magi- 
ſtrates or Judges any orders about punyſhing |,, 
vain Swearers. 

However know, that as I am jealous of mine 
honour and of the honour of my name ; ſo IF 
will ſeverely punith all ſuch as ſhall take it in; 
vain; 1 will not hold him Guiltleſs, tho' men can-4j. 
not condemn or puniſh them. hiſ 

And here 'tis worthy our obſervation that theſe] +» 
words, (the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs) arebpc 
a uzwols, a figure very frequent 1n Scripture,h 
and very elegant,and ſuch as rleightens the ſenſe,þ,;, 
and augments the fignihca::on, where it is uſed, the 
of which I could give many InKances. Rb. _ 


& 


** Twill only mention one; (v:z.) That (Dent. 29, 
19, 20.) which I make choice of, becauſe 'tis a 
place moſt applicable-to lewd and cuſtomary 
-) (Swearers of all other ſinners. Leſt there ſhould 
i be among you a root that beareth Gall and Worme- 
_ [wood, and it come to paſs , when he heareth the 
IS lords of t145 cnrſe,that be bleſs himſelf 1n his heart, 
1- aying I ſhall have Peace, tho' I walk in the Imags- 
Mnation of my own hearty the Lord will not ſpare him. 
ml The Lord will not ſpare him ! (3.e.) God will 
certainly moſt fearfully puniſh him, he will 
at lower forth upon him theutmoſt of his wrath 
Chand indignation as it follows ; But the Anger of - 
Ithhe Lord, and his jealouſie ſhall ſmoak againft that 
1 wan, and all the curſes that are written mn this Book 
GMball Iy upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot out his 
Wilzame from under Heaven, and the Lord ſhatl ſepa- 
Yate him unto evil out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, ac- 
Wording to all the Curſes of the Covenant that are 
8 written in this Book of the Law. 
So here, when God ſaith, he will not hold him 
Negultleſs, that taketh his name 1n vain, the mean- 
Ying ts,that he will hold him highly guilty. & that 
he will eſteem him one of the vileſt finners, of 
N-the profaneſt Wretches, and will be ſure to pu- 
hiſh him with the greateſt and utmoſt ſeverity. 
ſe] Which paſlage in Deuteronomy (I ſay ) I made 
TEthoice of to illuſtrate this matter by, not only 
"C,becauſe theſe words [The Lord will not hold him 
[e,bailtleſs, and theſe, The Lord will not ſpare] are 
-d,the very ſame figure and Phraſe, of the very 
ame Import and Signification. CO 
| D 3 But 


{ . -  Butalſo (and that chiefly) becauſe the whole| 
CharaGer that 1s there given of a moſt vile and}$v 
wicked man,of one who wasarrived to the high: fir 
eſt pitch of wickedneſs, and who was hardned| th 
in his {in and Impenitence, doth more exactly]; 
apree to onethat 1s a cuſtomary Swearer, then|(c 
to any other fort of Sinners. For where ſhall}; 
we find a root that beareth Gall and Worm- 
wood, but in that heart out of which continual-]4h 
ly proceed abominable Oaths and Curſes > Whol! 
1s there that isa greater contemner of the Curlſes| 
which God hath denounced againſt obſtinate[ 4 
Sinners then the profane Swearer ; Who morelO 
apt to fay in his heart, I ſhall have peace, thoÞ» 
he walk inthe Imagination of his own wickedfar 
Heart, than he? Who more ready to add drun{mw 
kenneſs to thirſt then ſuch an one, for tho' per-|H 
haps there have been many drunkards, who have|fa 
not been cuſtomary Swearers, yet I believelin 
there was ſeldom or never a common Swearer|ar 
but he was a common drunkard too. And there{m 
fore certainly of all ſuch we. may fav, that thqw 
Lord will nod 'Spare them, but the Anger of the|pe 
Lord, and his jealoufie ſhall ſmoak agarnſi them, and 
all the curſes and threatuings,that are written in thqm 
Book: of God ſhall light upon them. And thereforg tc 
we may. well apply all thoſe paſſages in which p1 
Swearing 1s forbidden indefinitely, and wherd m 
the perſons guilty are threatned, not only tqp!| 
perjur'd pericns, but to raſh and vain Swearers| tt 
as (Hoſea 4. 2. | By Swearing, and Lying. and Kil hi 
ling, and Stealing, and committing Adultery, they h 
"8A bres 


le break out,and blood concheth } blood, ln which place . 
ad}Swearing is not only joyned with: the greateſt 
+ )fins, but placed as the Captain and Leader of 
ed| them. And Fer. ſays, (Chap. 23. 1c.) becauſe of 
ly | Swearing the Land Monrneth, and Zechariah ſays 
en}(Chap. 5.3.) That the Swearer ſhall be cut off # oy the 
alllGurſe 
m-l © And the Son of Syrach ſaith (Eccleſ, 2.2, 
al- bl that a man that ujeth much Swearing ſhall be Alla 
ho[with Thnigquity, and the Plague ſhall never aepart from 
les] s houſe; if- he offend, h1s ſins ſhall be upon him |, 
tel And if he acknowledg not his {in, he maketh a double 
re[Offence, and if he Swear in vain, he ſhall not be 
10Þ[nnocent, but his houſe ſhall be full of Calamities x 
edfand (v.12.)he faith,there i a word that 1s Clothed 
n{wih Death ; God grant it be not found in the 
er| Heritage of Facob, for all ſuch things ſhall be 
velfar from the Godly, ' and they ſhall not wallow 
velin their fins ; By the word clothed with dearth, 
rerſand which Godly men dread and abhor, he 
reJmeans intemperate Swearing, as 1s evident from 
p what follows (v. 13.) aſe not thy mouth to imtem- 
= Swearing, for therein is the World of ſin. 
nd So that we may ſay of Swearing as the #/al- 
| Jmiſ did of Curling which is the neareſt of kin 
Yd to it, for there are few Oaths (eſpecially ſuch as 
C proceed from raſh Anger and paſhon) which 
rd may not be ſaid to be at leaſt virtually and im: 
tqplicitly Curſes likewiſe ) 6-2. That it ſhall prove 
rs the greateſt -playue and miſchief'tothe perſon 
tþ himfſeit thas is auilty of it; (Pſal.-109. 17.) As 
he - loved Curſmng fo let it come unto bim : Abe de+ 4 
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blighted not in Bleſſing ſo let it be far from him | 
As he clothed bimſelf with Curſing like as with a 
Garment, ſo let it come into his Bowels like Water, 
and like Ol into his Bones, let it be unto him as 
the Garment that Covereth him, and for a Girdle 
wherewih be 1s girded continually. | 
For as God hath declar'd, that he 1s jealous 
of the honour of his name, and that he will not 
ho.d bim guiltleſs that taketh it 1m vain 4. e. will 
look him as highly guilty, as a moſt vile and 'a- 
bominable Sinner z So he will not fail to puniſh 
him accordingly without ſincere repentance,and 
deep Humiliation For as he has revealed his 
Wrath from Heaven againſt all ſuch profaneneſs 
and Impiety z ſo the time will come when he 
w1ll pour forth Indignation and Wrath, Tribu- 
lation, and Anguiſh upon all ſuch as are guilty 
of it. And tho' the Swearer may not draw 
down divine vengeance upon his head in this 
World, in which all things happen to all alike, 


the wicked, to the good and to- the ſinner, to 
Him that Sweareth, and to him that feareth an 
Oath ; as Solomon ſays, (Ecclef. g. 2.) yet he ſhall 
not without great repentance eſcape that moſt 
1Iremendous curſe which God will pronounce 
againſt all impenitent ſinners, Go ye Curſed znto 


and there is one Event to the righteous and to 


Guerlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, Where they may perhaps curſe and 


ſwear in the Anguiſh of their Souls, and bitter- 
neſs of their Spirits, but it ſhall not 1n theleaſt 
Mitigate or Aflwage their Torments. 
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The Swearer's Doom. $3 
= The Application. 
Having thus ſhown unto you the finfulneſs 
and danger ot this fin of vain and raſh Swear- 
ing, I ſhall preſs and enforce the Apoltle's De- 
hortation. by way of Application. 
Above all things, my Brethren ſwear not. Among 
| all the gifts that God hath beſtowed upon Men, 
there 1s hardly one more uſeful or wonderful 
than Speech, by which Men communicate theic 
minds tocach other and diſcover the greateſt ſe- 
crets; and without which Mankind would have 
No more ſociety or commerce than the Beaſts 
of the Earth, or the Fowls of the Air. 
| The gift of Speech is a moſt divine thing, 
| and full of wonder, and therefore ought to be 
uſed for the praiſe and honour of him that 


| madeit ; and 'tis the height of folly ard ingrati- 


tude to diſhonour and abuſe him by it. 
The Tongue was deſigned to be an Infiru- 
ment to ſet forth and celebrate the praiſe and 


'0 glory of Gcd ; Therefore, ſays David(Pſal.; 4.11.) 


I will bleſs the Lord at all ttmes ; his praiſe ſhall be 
continually in my mouth ;, and (F/al.5 1.15.)O Lord 
open thou my lips,and my mouth ſhall ſhow forth thy 
praiſe; and (Fſal, 51. 8.) 1 et my mouth be filled 
with thy praiſe and with thy honour all the day long. 
Ard therefore it muſt needs be a wicked and 
heinous thing ſor Men to diſhonour God by that 
moſt-uſeful Infirument the 1 ongue, which was 
created on purpoſe to ſet forth and celebrate 
his honour. Thus St. .James having aflerted 
(cap. 3.6.) That the Tongue (3. e.) a wicked, looſe, 


filthy, 
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filthy, unbridled Tongue 2: a fire, a world of ins- 


quity, that defileth the whole body, and that 'tis an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poiſon ;, gives this reaſon 
for 1t, that 1t 1s oftentimes made an Inftrument 
of curſing, when it was deſigned only for blet- 
ſing ; (0.9.,) therewithal we bleſs God even the Fa- 
ther, and therewith curſe we men, which are made 
after th- ſimilitude of God : ont of the ſame month 
proceedeth bleſſing and curſing ; my Brethren, theſe 
things ought not to be ſo. As if he had aid, Is it 
not a moſt ab{urd and unreaionable thing, that 
things ſo oppoſite and contrary ſhould proceed 
out of the ſame mouth > Do you ever pray to 
God, do you praiſe him, and give thanks to 
him ; and do you not thereby account that you 
honour his Name, and dare you with the fame 
mouth to diſhonour and blaſpheme it with 
wanton Oaths, and ſpiteful Curſes ? 

Again, do you accuſtom your ſelves to ſay 
the Lord's Prayer? which 1s not only a form 
and pattern to compoſe all others by, but it 1s 
in 1ts ſelf the beſt, and moſt excellent of all 
prayers. Do youuſe it reverently,ſferioufly and 
devoutly; and did you never obſerve and con- 
der this one thing, that the very firſt Petition 
of all is this, Hallowed be thy Name © And do 
you pray there that the Name of God may be 
honoured, ſancified and reverenced by your 
ſelves and others; that you may have an awful 
and reverent eſteem af it, and regard to it ;and 
dare you not only to take this glorious and fear- 
ful Name in vain, but profane it by unhallowed 

Oaths, 
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| Oaths, and that with the very ſame mouth by 


which you pray it may be ſanctified and reyes 


| renced ? This is a great wickedneſs indeed, and# 


ought to be looked upon by you that are Chri- 
ſtians as ſtrange and monſtrous, as it would be; 
for a Fountain at the ſame place to ſend forth 
ſweet Water and bitter, (v. «1.) 

This moſt groſs and abſurd abuſe of the 
Tongue doth therefore diſcover the filthineſs 
and impiety of the heart. Whoever truly loves 
or fears God ; whoever doth accuſtom himſ-lf 
ſincerely to pray to him, or to praiſe him, will 
ſeldom (I had almoſt faid never'abuſe his Name 
by rath Swearing. He that 1s accuſtomed to uſe 
it reverently, will never abuſe it preſumptuouſ- 
ly or irreverently, He tha: hath the fear of 
God in his heart, will ever: take heed to his 
ways that he oftend not by his Tongue, (Pal. 
39. 1,) For 'tiscertain no man doth leſs remem- 
ber, or ſeldomer think upon God, than he that 
uſeth his Name moſt by Oaths and Curſes. 
Our Saviour tells us, (Hat. 12. 34.) That out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh. A 
good man out of the good treaſure of his heart bring- 
eth forth good things, and an evil man out of the 
evil treaſure of his heart bringeth forth evil things. 
If the heart of a man be piouſly and religiouſly 
diſpoſed, it will cauſe him to ſet God always be- 
fore him, and to have awful and reverent 
thoughts of him; it will make him very cau- 
tious and tender in every thing m which his 
honour is concern'd ; he will be ſo far from 
32}; being 
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being a common Swearer,that he will dread the 
very thoughts of it : Whereas if a man's heart 
® impiouſly inclined, if it want the fear and 
love of God,God will not bein all his thoughts, 
tho' his name be frequently in his mouth ; as 
his mind is atheiſtical and profane, ſo will his 


- words and diſcourſe be ; he will make nothing. 


to curſe or ſwear by the holy and dreadful 
Name of God; yea, he will hardly know or 
perceive when he is guilty of it. Yea, I k ow 
 *no one {in in the World, that 1s fo great and 
ſo certain a ſign of an impious and irreiigious 
+ Heart), as cuſtomary Swearing ; t'tis fo utterly 
inconſfitent with Piety, that thoſe that are 
guilty of it, ſeem never to have any the leaſt 
impreſſions of it : They are all of them, as St: 
Paul ſaid of Simon Magus, ( 46s 8. 23.) in the 
gall of bxtterneſs and bond of miquity, it is a moſt 
infall:ble ſign of hardneſs of heart, and ſeared- 
neſs of conſcience. And where this wicked 
and ungodly cuſtom prevails, it will draw Men 
into many other fins,by hardning of their hearts, 
and doth very often make them become guilty 
of that ſin, which all Mankind, (who pretend 
to honeſty, honour or conſcience) confeſs to be 
moſt vile, heinous and abominable; I mean the 
{in of Perjury. | 

There are many men that pride themſelves 
in. Swearing, as a Gentile Accompliſhment, 
who will be ready to ſtab any man that ſhall 
give them the Lye; and thoſe that think Swear- 


ing a Grace and Ornament of ſpeech, acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge it a ſhameful thing to be, or to be count= © 
eda Lyar. And yet there is no doubt, but that 
the moſt common Swearers are generally the., 
greateſt Lyarsz&'tis no wonder,'or thoſe cannot = 
pretend to forbear the latter out of conſcience, 
who make no conſcience to be guilty. of the for- 
mer. And if Oaths do flow from a man's mouth 
ſuddenly, and inſenſfibly (as they always do, 
where Swearing 15 become habitual and cu- 
ſtomary) why may they not Lye after the ſame 
manner 2? and then they become guilty of Per- 
jury before they are aware of it ; for what is 
Perjury, but a Lye confirm'd and bound with 
an Oath? And . if we ſhould appeal to the 
| Conſcience of acommon Swearer, whether he 
hath not often done thus, (z.e.) ſworn to whar 
is falſe, as well as to what 1s true, in common 
diſcourſe, I believe he cannot deny it, if. he 
ſeriouſly conſider it : For 'tis certain that ſuch 
men do often'in their paſſion oblige themſelves 
by Oaths, ſwearing they will do ſuch things, 
| as they do not in the leaſt intend; or if they 
| did irftend them, when they came to them- 
ſelves they were quite of another mind, and 
| forbore to do them. And tho' ſome men have 
very exactly kept, and puncually perform'd 
the things, that they have haſtily and unadvi- 
ſedly ſworn to, yet they have ſeen great cauſe 
to be troubled, yea, have been much perplexed, 
that they have thus fooliſhly and haſtily in- 
ſnared and intangled themſelves by ſuch Oaths. 
Thus, when the Princes and Heads of the 
"Ri Liraclites 
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Iſraelites made a £5968 with the Gibeonites, 
without -asjing Counfel of God; tho" they 
doubtleſs {inned in {o doing, and tho' they did 
it upon a falſe Information, and tho' all the 
Congregation murmured at it, (Joſh. 9. 18.) 
yet having confirm'd that League with the. 
Oath of God, they durſt not break it, though 
doubtleſs they were very much troubled, and 
diſpleaſed with themſ: Ives for making it. 

Lo when Jepthah went out to war againſt 
the Ammomtes, he vowed a Vow, That if 
God would give him Victory, he would offer 
to the Lord whatever ſhould come forth of his 
houſe for a Burnt-Offering, ' Judg 11. 31.) | 

It is much diſputed among Learned men | 

what the matter of FJepthah's vow was, and 
whether he did really ofter up his Daughter in 
Sacrifice, or only Confecrated her to God, and 
confined her to perpetual virginity 3 And whe- 
ther, if he Sacriticed her, he did not greatly fin 
in ſodoing, and whether it had not been better, 
and much more acceptable to God, if he had | 
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But this all are agreed in, that tho' he was a 
good man and his vow proceeded from Zeal 
and Piety, yet it was raſh and Inconliderate : 
and tho God accepted the Pious, and good in- 
tention of his heart, yet his Wiſdom ſaw fit to. 
puniſh the raſhneſs and Indiſcretion of his vow; 
for it brought him into a very great ſtreight as is 
apparent from (v. 38.) For herent his cloths,and 
ſaid, Alas my Daughter, thou haſt brought me very 
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broken his vow, then thus to fulfil it. | 
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' F Zow, and thou art one of them that trouble me, for 


|} Solomon Adviſeth (Eccleſ. 5.2.) for as he ſays, 


\ he will not do ſuch a thing, and afterward 
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I have opened my mouth to the: Lord, aud I cannot © 
go-back, I ſay, ' God probably puniſhd: the raſh- * 
neſs and Inconfiderateneſs' of that vow, thatit 
might be a warning to others, that we; might 
not be rafh with our Mouths, nor haſty with our 


Lips to utter any thing before rhe Lord z As 


(Pro. 20. 25.) It :s a [nare to a man after vows to 
make imquiry, (3. e.) for a man ralhly and incon- 
ſiderately to {wear he will do ſuch or ſuch a 
thing, and afterward to'confider whether it be 
lawful, or unlawful; Convenient or Incon- 
venient to do as he hath ſworn; or to ſwear 


to con(1der whether 1t be not expedient to do it., 

We have a famous example of this in Herod 
(Mat. 14. 6.' where its' ſaid , That the Danghter 
of Herodias Dancing before him on his birth day, 
and pleaſing him, he promiſed with an Oath, that 
he would give her whatſoever ſhe ſhould aſk. , who 
| being before Anſirufted of her mother, defired bins 
| to give her the head of John the Baptiſt in a Chax- 
ger; which requeſt of hers when the King heard, it's 
ſaid (v. 9.) that he was forry, he repented him of 
his raſh and unaduviſed Oath, nevertheleſs for his 
Oath's ſake,aud them that ſat with him at meat, he 
commanded it to be given her. | 

St. Mark who relates this ſtory moſt largely 
tells us (Chap. 6.26, that he was [me/aurO] 
Exceeding ſorry, he was mightily troubled, 
that ſhe ſhould ask ſuch a thing, as he never 
OPTIO | thought 


dl 


thought of, a 
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nd which, 
would certainly have excepted out of his large, 
and extravagant promiſe. Of this his ſorrow 
ſeveral motives have been Aſſigned : Some ſup- 
poſe that Herod having caſt John into priſon, 
would 'have been glad enough to hear of his 
death,& might be willing enough toput him to 
death at another. time, but he was very loath to 
do it then, becauſe it was his Birth day, and a 
great Feſtival, and it was the cuſtom of the Ro- 
mans never to ſhed Blood at ſuch a time; In 
which they beſtowed Favours and Largefles, and 
uſed to releaſe Criminals, who were not guilty 
of Capital offences ; Yea and ſome that were. 

But the great reaſon mentioned by the Evan- 
geliſts why he did not put John to death as well 
as impriſon him, was becauſe he feared the mul- 
titude,becauſe they accounted him asa Prophet 
He was afraid of fome Popular Tumult, or In- 
{arre&ion (Mat.14. 5.! Nevertheleſs for his Oath's 
ſake, and of them that ſat at Meat with him, he 
canſed 1t to be dones 

Whether Herod made any conſcience of an 
Oath or not, we know not; 'tis certain he made 
no conſcience of the greateſt {ins in other caſes; 
he lived in Adultery with his Brother Philips 
Wite,whom he procured to be baniſhed (as ſome 
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write) that he might the more freely enjoy her. |; 


And doubtleſs, had it not: been for fear of 
the multitude, he would no more have ſcru- 
pled the Murthering John the Baptiſt, then his 
Father did to Murther the holy Innocents. 


MF 


But 


had he foreſeen, he Y 


| 
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Put many who indeed and in truth make 
little or no conſcience of violating an Oath, Tex 
will keep it, when they have by it bound them- 
ſelves to any evil thing, only to maintain their , 
honour and Reputation. 
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And this was plainly Herod 's caſe,he had pro- 
miſled to give the Daughter of Herodias what- 
ever ſhe ſhould ask even to the Half of his King- 
dom 3 And this pro.niſe he had ſolemnly con- 
hrmed by Oath in preſence of his Lords, high 
Captains, and Chief Eſtates of Galilee ; And 
therefore that he might not ſeern guilty of = 


a 


Levity, Temerity,or Inconſtancy,by being worſe 
then his word, he was reſolved that he would 
do as he had ſworn, what ever became of it. 
They muſt be very fooliſh and ignorant,who 
think that an Oath doth oblige them to do any 
wicked thing, and yet 'tis a common thing for 
ſome who make light of violating their Oaths, 
when it obliges them todo good, to think them 
ſelves bound in honour to keep them when they 
ſar Sworn to do that which 1s evil, which 1s 
a zreat Error. But theſe Inſtances ſufficiently 
ſhow into what ſtreight perplexities, and 
troubles, men bring themſelves by vain, raſh 
and inconſiderate Swearing. 
Thus Saul would needs put Jonathan to death 
[in purſuance of his raſh Oath, had not the peo- 
ple hindred him from it, (1 Sam. 14. 44-) 
Again ; Conſider how great a ſcandal and 
reproach ſuch as are cuftomary Swearers do 
bring upon the Choetion Religion in _uiat, 
; | an 
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andupon.that Church or Society of Chriſtians, 
whereof they profeſs and declare themſelves 
Members in particular; which confiderartion it 
ſelf ought to work upon all that own them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and doth always ſway very 
much wich ſober and ſerious men. 

If common Swearing were only a fooliſh 
and vain cuſtom that ſome have gotten, yet if it 
g1ves offence, we ought toavoid it z; how much 
more,when there is nothing more offenſive and 
odiousto good men ? St. Paulexhorts us (Phil. 
1.27.) that our converſation ſhould be ſuch as 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, that thereby we 


which we our ſelves profeſs, by rendring it 
lovely and amiable in the eyes of all men; and 
(chap. 4. 8.) that we ſhould not only mind, and 
practiſe thoſe things that are honeſt, juft and 
pure, but ſich as are lovely and of good report. 
We ought toder:y our ſelves, and abridge our 
ſelves of our liberty, by avoiding even ſuch 
things as are lawful. when they may ſcandalize 
and offend ſuch as are weax ; how much more 
ought we to avoid ſuch things as are apparently 
wicked, as all © hriftians acknowledge vain 
Swearing to be, when by it we may encourage 
wicked men, and grieve and diſcourage ſuch as 
are ſober, pious and reugious. Youknow that 
the Scripture makes this one of the greateſt ag- 
gravations of {in (v:z.) the fatal conſequences 
' and dangerous effects that 1t hath upon others 


raging 


may invite and win others to that Religion 
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by encouraging them in wickedneſs, or diſcoue91l 


vain Swearing uſually; for, ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
15. 23. Be not deceived,evil communications corrupt 
good manners z and Eph.4.2.9. Let no corrupt com- 
munication proceed out of your mouth,but that which 
is good to the uſe of edifying, that it may adminiſter 
grace to the hearers:But what grace or edification 
' can there be in that which 1s too bad in its ſelf, 
but worſe in its conſequences ; for as it grieves 
.and diſpleaſeth all pious and ſober menzſo it har- 
dens and emboldens the wicked and profane, 
which is a great aggravation of it. The fins of 
Elys Sons were very great and heinous in them- 
ſelves; but that which made them much worſe, 


| was that they brought ſuch contempt upon 


Religion, and made the people out of love with 
it, ( 1 Sam. 2. 17. ) Wherefore the ſin of the young 
men was very great before the Lord, for men. ab- 
horred the Offerings of the Lord, This was the 
great aggravation of Davzd's fin, that it opened 
the mouths of wicked men, and emboldened 
them to ſpeak evil of God; and reproachfully of 
his ways, (z Sam. 12.14,) Howbeit, becauſe by 
this deed thou haſt given great occaſion to the Ene- 
mes of God to blaſpheme, the Child that is born un- 
to thee ſhall ſurely ate. 


o It was a wonderful and unaccountable thing 
Oo that the Prophets of Feruſa/em, who pretended 


'|that they were God's Prophets, ſent by him to 


teach men their duty, and to reprove them for 
their ſins, that (1 fay) ſuch men ſhould be 


\guilty of ſuch enormous Vices as are charged 


E 2 upon 
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"upon them. But that which made their wicked- |[ 
'neſs much greater (if poſhble was that it hard- | 
ned wicked men in their fins, (Fer. 23. 14.)] 
I have ſeen in the Prophets of Jeruſalem an hor-|q 
rible thing, &c, They commit Adultery, and walk| fi 
in Lyes ; they flrengthen alſo the hands of evil |t| 
doers, that none doth return from his wickedneſs. | 0 
And ſurely thus it is ſtill; how will lewd and [fa 
profane perſons, hug themſelves z how glad |; 
would they be if they knew a Miniſter to be a{ſy 
common Swearer ; how little will it cauſe them [at 
to make of that fin? And as a common Swea-[F: 
rer doth mightily encourage profane perſons|th 
in their wickedneſs, eſpecially if he be a perſon[ce 
of any authority, credit and reputation in thefy 
World ; fo he will diſcourage many plain 1gno-|w 
rant well meaning men from embracing that{la 
Religion which he profeſſeth. For 'tis a moſtſgy 
evident and apparent truth, that nothing hath]to 
made more Diſſenters, or kept oft ſuch peoplelſo 
from the Communion of the Church of Eng-tfe 
land, than the Debauchery, and Profanenelſsþis) 
and eſ'ecially the intemperate Swearing andſan 
Curling of ſome who pretend to be the moſiſha 
zealous Patrons and Defenders of 1t. For thepe 
common p2?ople judge of Religion according tdco 
the opinion they have of the Piety and Honeſtyhe 
of its irofefors; ard therefore no wonder flex 
. they cannot be perſuaded to think well of thafw] 
way for which fuch lewd Huffers,& vile Sweayin 
rers appear ſo zzalov{ly concerned. What ſhalſki; 
ve fay in thiscale : ſhall we tell them that thaſin 
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|- [Dodrine of the Church of England is ſound, its 
d- [Worſhip pure, and that. no Church in the. 
..) | World doth more condemn this {in than ſhe 
r-|doth ? will this . think you) fatishe them ? No 
kk|ſurely; as long as they ſee her Sons, or rather 
11 |thoſe that impudently call themſelves fo, guilty 
ſs. |of ſuch things: Or ſhall we recriminate, and 
1d [fay, that the Diſſenters are guilty of as greator 
d [greater fins than this; that tho' they will not 
' A, {wear, they will iye, and diijemble, and couſen, 
mjand cheat; that they are guilty of Schiſm, 
a-|Faction,and Rebellion ? It will be replied as to 
ns|the firſt, that Lying is a fin which may be con- 
on[cealed; Hypocriſie is a cover to its ſelf, and 'tis 
heſunjuſt to charge either of them upon a perſon 
10-|when we cannot evidently prove it : As to the 
"at|latter, they will deny thecharge, and plead not 
olt]puilty. Whereas Swearing is ſo evident and no- 
thitorious, as to matter of fact,as not to be denied, 
plelſo peremptorily forbidden, as not to be juſti- 
nghed, or excuſed. Shall we alledge (as the truth 
15s) that in all Ages and Nations, all the lewd 
ndand profane, the vulgar and- common people 
Olſhave always complied with that which is up- 
thepermoſt, and followed that Religion which is 
 tAcountenanced by Law, and that this is the caſe 
ſiyhere; yet this will not take off theſcandal which 
r Mlewd Swearers have brought upon that Church, 
hatwhich is,as to its Conſtitution, the beſt Church 
eajin the World. If any therefore that pretend a 
alkkindneſs to this Church are guilty of this great 
theſin, I would defire them utrerly to forſake and 
106 © 6 renounce 
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renounce the former, unleſs they will leave and 
forbear the latter ; leſt they involve themſelves 
. In the ſame guilt with thoſe mentioned (2 Pet. 
2.2.) who by their corrupt principles,and wick- 
ed lives cauſed the way of Truth to be evil ſpo- 
ken of. If all this will not do, yet conſider that 
it you are Chriſtians, you ought to account no | 
ſin ſmall, but to avoid the very appearance of |: 
evil; how much more ought you to dread that 


{ 

| 

1 
which God commands you above all things to | © 
forbear and avoid? 4 
D 

{ 


I will now conclude the whole with a few 
Directions how we may avoid this fooliſh and 
wicked fin of Swearing, 

1. Let us earneſtly endeavour to beget, and[ 
keep up in our hearts awful and reverent Ic 
thoughts of God, for the fear of God is clean,| '* 
as the Pfalmiſt ſays, (Pſal. 9. 9.) it will cleanſe 
and purifie the heert from all wicked thoughts 
and defires, and the mouth from all manner of 
evil ſpeaking. If a man ſtand in aweot any man ( 
he will not let his tongue looſen his preſence,o 
dare to utter that which is unmannerly or un 
decent, leſt he offend him. I have read of ſome 
voung Gentlemen, who were ſo accuſtomed tc U 
Swearing, that they ſcarce knew how to ſpeal 
without an Oath; who fitting at Table with 
an antient grave Miniſter, it was obſerved tha "a 
they forbore to {wear all the time he was there þ 
and they afterward confeſt, that they had ſu 2 

an awe upon them, that they had not boldne c 
enough to ſwear in his preſence. And if the fe: 


of Men can lay Rach: a reſtraint, how much more 
would the fear of God keep us from whatever is 
offenſive & diſpleaſing to him, as he hath plainly 
declared Swearing to be. Did men often and ſeri- 
ouſly think upon God, that he 1s always preſent 
with them,and that his Eye 1s continuaily over 
them, that there is not a word 1n their mouth, 
nor a thought 1n their heart, but he knoweth 
it aitogether; ihat he1s a juſt and holy God, 
of purer Eyes than to behold iniquity,and who 
will by no means clear the guilty ; and who wall 
hold all ſuch as highly guilty who take his 
name in vain. 1 fay did men frequently and 
ſeriouſly think upon,and conlider theſe things,it 
would bein a manner Impoſſible they ſhould be 
once guilty of-raſh and vain Swearing, much 
leſs that they ſhould fuffer it to become cuitom- 
ary, and habitual. If therefore we come into the 
company of looſe and profane Swearers, we may 
ſay as Abraham did of Abimelech's Court at Gerar, 
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(Gen. 2.11.) Surely the fear of the Lord is not in 
this place But would we whenever we menth- 


1 on the Name of God our ſelves or hear it menti- 


| oned by others,raiſe inour hearts awful and re- | 
| verent thoughts of him, it would be an Excel- 


aj Jent preſervative againſt this fin. 


2. Let us be watchful over our ſelves, Let 
us keep our hearts with all diligence, and take 
{ beed to our ways, that we offend not with our Lips, 
7 (Pal. 9. 1.) The Government of the Tongue, 
doth very much depend upon the government 
of the heart; if therefore we would bridle our 

h 4 Tongues, 
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Tongues,we muſt keep aſtrict watch,and guard 


upon our thoughts. _ 

Therefore ſays David, (P/al. 17. 3.) Thou haſt 
proved my heart, thou haſt viſited me 1n the Night, 
thou haſt tryed me, and ſhalt find nothing, 1 am 
purpoſed that my mouth ſhall not tranſgreſs. If men 
were ſincerely defreous to leave this fin, it 
would make them exceeding careful and watch- 
ful over themſetves, tor this is ever the neceſlary 
effect of ſincere purpoſes and ſerious Reſolutions. 


The more men have accuſtomed themſfelves| 


to this fin, the greater care and watchfulneſs is 
neceſſary to keep them from it, becauſe uſe and 
cuſtom makes Oaths flow forth ſuddenly, and 
undiſcernedly, asto the Swearers themſelves. 

There are two forts of fins, that eaſily get Do- 
minion over a man, they are difhcult to be a- 
voided, but much more difhcult to be mortitied, 
Conquered and Subdued; F:z. I he fins to which 


a man's temper, Complex1on and Conſtitution|: 


do natura]ly incline him ; and the fins to which 
he hath a long time uſed and accuſtomed him- 
ſelf; and theſe latter are almoſt as ſtrong and 
powerful as the former, and therefore we ſay 
Ufe and Cuſtom are a ſecond nature. 
* Theſe are the fins that do moſt eaſily beſet 
men, and therefore they ought to be molt care- 
- ful, and watchful againſt them For 'tis true 
of all habits whether good or bad, that they are 
diftcLit to be removed ; But as uſe doth in- 
creaſe, and confirm them, ſo nothing but diſuſc 
can deſtroy, or weaken them, And this I fay, 


thay 


re 


” 


” _ . . The Swearer's Doom. 
that the diſuſe of thoſe things to which men 
have been long accuſtomed, is noeaſy matter;but 
requires great Caution 2nd Circumſpection , 
eſpecially if they be wicked, and vicious y For 
as ſuch are eaſieſt to be acquired, ſo are they al- 
ways hardeſt to be left. ror vicious cuſtones 
(ſuch as this is. are hke weeds which ſpring.and 
grow of themſelves. and need no care or inm- 
ſtry to look atter them, but require much 11- 
bour and Pains, to extirpate and root them or, 
Thus thoſe, whole conſciences G1d at firſt cheg 
them, when they uſed but any Solemn Afleve 
ration in light and trivial matters, cannot onl 
diſpence with downright Swearing when the) 
have been uſed to it, but they find it difficult tc 
avoid it, if they would ; The fin therefore be. 
ing ſo heinous to be continued in, and the 
cuſtem of it making ir ſo hard to be left, every 
one (but eſpecially ſuch as are addiRed to it ) 
- ought the more dihgently and carefuKy to 
watch over themſelves that they may avoid it. 
| 3. Be careful to avoid all thoſe things, which 
Tay be occaſions of,or temptations to this ſin. 
It is moſt certain, that whoſoever doth fin- 
cerely deſire to keep himſelf from any fin, doth 
moft carefully endeavour to avoid all tempta- 
tions to it ; And 'tisa ſire fign that ſuch fins 
have a ſtrong and powerful intereſt in the heart 
of a man.the occaſions of which are not dread- 
ed and avoided. I confeſs that this 'dire&ion 
by it's ſelf, will be of little uſe, to cuſtomary 
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But there are many others, who are not ar- 
rived to this pitch of wickedneſs, to that hard- 
neſs of heart and ſearedneſs of conſcience, as to 
mirgle their common diſcourſe with Oaths (ior 
ſuc1 are the very dregs and ſcumm of Sinners) 
wio yet will pour out Oaths very plentifully 
at Certain times and ſeaſons, and upon ſome 
crtain occalions : Now the occaſions and Temp. 
ttions that draw ſuch men into this fin are 
(pectally theſe three, Drink, Paſſion, and Lewd 
.nd profane company : As to the firſt, ! here are 
nany that ſeldom, or never ſwear when they 
are ſober, that make nothing of it, when they | 

are heatc. and heightned in Liquor, We uſual- 
ly fay, when the Wine is in the Wit is out ; 
Certainly never is the folly or impiety of the 
heart ſo manifeſtly diſcovered by the Idlenels, 
Wantonneſs, and Extravagancy of the Tongue, 
as when a man 1s Intoxicated -with Liquor. 
Thoſe that at other times have ſome ſenſe of 


God and Religion; when they begin to be 


Drunk, caſt off all fear of him and Reverence | 
towards him. Leſt I be full (ſays Agur) and deny 
thee, and ſay who us the Lord ? (Pro. 30.9.) And 
therefore thoſe that would avoid the ſin of 
Swearing muſt avoid Intemperance. 

I have ſhown you how thoſe that are addicted 
to thisſin ought to be watchful over themielves, 
but ſo can no one be, that is not ſober, he that 
is drunk is more fit to be in bed, then to ſtand 
upon the guard. And therefore we find theſe 
two, 


without any viſible Temptation, or Occaſion. } 
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Conjunction { 1 Pet. 4. 7.) Be ſceber and watch 
mto Prayer z and ' Chap.5.8.) Be jober, be vigilant, 
becauſe your Adverſary the Devil, az a Koaring 
Lion, goeth about ſeeking whom he may devonr. 

And indeed as there 1s no queſtion, but the 
Devil by his private Suggettions and Impulles, 
1s a great promoter of this tin of Swearing z; S0 
he never fails to provoke thoſe to it in their 
drink, who ſeldom or never are £uilty ct it, 
when they are ſober. 

Again many men are guilty of it when they 
are angry and in a pation, who ſeldom ſwear 
at other times : For anger drowns realon, and 
ſilences Religion. No doubt but FJezevel was 
in-2 grievous rage when the ſent this mellage, 
to Elijah, attended with an Oath (i Kr. 14. 2.) 
So let the Gods do to me, and more asjo, if I make 
not thy Life like one of then (2. e.) of tae Prophets 
of Baal) by to morrow this tame. 


It's an excellent thing ſora man to beable to 


bridle his paſhon.and reſtrain his Anger, Solomon 
tells us i Pro. 14. 29. ) He that 1s ſlow to anger 18s 
of great gyderſtanding, but be that us haſty of Spirit 
exa/teth folly, and (Chap. 16. 32. He that #4. ſlow 
to Anger ts better then the mighty,and he that ruleth 
his Spirit, then he that taketh a City. 

Now among many other great Advantages 
that a man of temper and moderation hath,this 
is none of the leaſt,thathe is not ſo apt to diſco- 


/ ver the folly and wickedneſs of his heart by the 


virulency and raſhneſs of his Tongue, as thoſe 
that are haſty and Paſſionate are. St. 
on” 2 ng 
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* - St. Put cxhorts us (Epheſ. 4. 6. to be angry 
and fin not, which words imply 'tis a very 
difticylt thing for a man to avoid thoſe {ins in 
his Anger, to which he is powerfully tempted, 
and how hard 'tis for a man, that is but in the 
leaſt addicted to the fin of Swearing to forbear 
it 1n his Anger, Experience doth too often ſhow. 
And he adds, let not the Sun go down upon 
your wrath, neither give place to the Devil. 
Which 1s a plain intimat1on that Satan hath a 
oreat advantage over a man that 1s wrathtul,he 
hath no fitter ſeaſon to tempt a man, then when 
he is fo, certainly he that 1s Addicted to Swear- 
ing 1s never more powerfully tempted to 1t then 
when he 15 thorowly Angry. 
It's faid (Luke 11. 5 3. That when our Saviour 
had pronounced ſever il woes againſt the Scribes and 
Phariſees, they thereupon began. to urge him vehe- 
mently, and to provoke him to ſpeakof many things, 
laying waite for him, and ſeeking to catch ſome- 
thing out of his mouth, that they might accuſe him. 
They thought that he was warm with zeal, 
and paſſion ; And they hoped, that by provoke- 
ing and exaſperateing of him they maght cauſe 
him to ſpeak ſuch things as might give them 
matter of Accuſation, and that they might in- 
trap and intangle him in his Diſcourſe. | 
What advantag- they thought they had a- 
gainft Chriſt, the ſame Satan really hath up- 
on moſt men when they are angry, he takes 
that time to tempt them to ſuch things, as at 
other times he deſpaireth of perſwading them 
= tO, 
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to. And that he hath (at ſuch times eſpecially.) 


a fit-opportunity to provoke thoſe that are in 
the leaſt given to Swearing to be guilty of that 
fin, is evident from this, that they alleadge 
their being in a paſſion to excuſe, or at leaſt to 
extenuate their being guilty of it. 

Again,as for ſuch as are very little or nothing 
Addicted to this ſinand would avoid it let them 
carefully avoid lewd and debauched company 
(z. e.) the company and ſociety of ſuch as cuſtoms- | 
arily uſe it. 'Tis a common and uſual thing for 


perſons who have been Civilly and Religiouſly 


educated when they go abroad into the World, 


if they fall into 11] company to be ſoon corrupt- 
| ed and debauched, and to learn thoſe vices, 


which at firſt they ſeemed to dread the thoughts 
of. *Twas doubtleſs a very common thing in the 
Egyptian court to Swear by the Life of Pharoah, 
and Joſeph himſelf when he became a Courtier, 
and Aflociated with. the Grandees of Egypt, 
that hemight be modiſh had learnt 1t too, (Ger. 
42. 16.) 

4.1f we would avoid this fin of Swearing 
let us not accuſtom our ſelves to vain fooliſh, 
and unneceſſary Afleverations (ſuch as Faith and 
Troth, upon my word, as I am an honneſt 
man , and the like) in which there may be 
more evil then every one doth imagine. 

And indeed our Saviour ſeems to condemn 
fuch forms of ſpeech as well as Swearing it's 
ſelf { Mat. 5. 34.) for having ſaid Swear not at 
all, neither by, Heaven &c. he adds, but let your 
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Communzcation (i. e \ your talk or diſcourſe in 
ordinary Converſation be yea, yea ;, nay, nay; 
For whatſoever 1s more then theſe cometh of evil: 
Now 'tis molt certain and evident that ſuch 
Proteſtations or Afleverations are ſomewhat 
more then yea, yea ; and nay, nay; {1. e&.) then 
plain ſimple Attrmations or Negations, and 


therefore mutt proceed from evil {z. e.) from |; 


guiltand hypocriſte, or at leaſt from Levity and 
inconſideration, and they often tend to evil; 
for which cauſe St. Fames here would have 
that our yea. (bould be yea ; and our nay, nay. leſt 
we ſbould fall into Condemnat ;on 


And perhaps the force of our Saviour's rea- | 


fon why he would not have us Swear by Hea- 


ven or Earth, by the Temple or Altar, or the]. 


like,may without {training reach this very cafe, 

Swear not by Heaven (ſays he) for :t 1s \.:0d's 
Throne, nor by the Earth, for 'tis bis Footſtool, (3. e.) 
becauſe God himſelf is virtually invoi.ed by 
every ſuch Oath. And 1s nut every ſuch 
Aſſverativn a kind of Appeal to God? and 
15 not the Deſign of it muc:1 the ſame with that 
of an Oath, (4/z.) to. gain the greater Credit 
to what we ſay, tho' God's Name be not 
expreſly and formally invoked > For ſuch 
- Aſſeverations are either idle, and inſiznificant 
things, proceeding from a fooliſh cuſtom and 
habit of ſpealing that we have gotten, and 
then they are to no purpoſe 3 or they are 1n- 
tended and taken as ſolemn cofifirmations of 
what we ſay, and then they fegoy to be much 
”  # lg O 
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of the nature of an Oath, and upon both ac- 


;[counts they may be -{inful to be uſed 3 but 


there can be no danger or inconvenience in 
leaving and difuling of them. 


- But were thoſe Afeverations in themſelves 
never ſo harmleſs, yet I am apt to believe 
the frequent uſe of them hath drawn many 
into Swearing ; for even thoſe who did once 
ſcruple the firſt, have in a little time fallen in- 
to the latter : Even as thoſe that often ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to thoſe wicked words 
that are of kin to Curſes, are very eafily 
drawn into Curling it ſelf. 

If therefore we at any time uſe ſuch forms 
of ſpeech as are, or are-taken to be Afſevera- 
-tions or ſolemn Proteſtations ; 'tis adviſeable 
that we do it very ſparingly, and only in ſe- 
rious and weighty matters. 

Laſtty; Let thoſe that have not been 
guilty of this great ſin, make their humble 
Prayer and Supplication to God, that they 
may never fall into it, and let thoſe that 
have been guilty of it, Implore his grace , 
that they may avoid it for the time to come. 

I ſaid 1 will take heed to my ways that I 
Offend not with my Tongue, ſays 'David (P/al. 
39. 1,) and twas a good and pious Reſolu- 
tion, and therefore he earneſtly beggs the 
Aſſiſtance of God to inable him to make 
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- .. Let\tis beſeech him to make us- ſenſible 
-of .the* Sinfulneſls and - danger of raſh and 
Jain Oaths, as knowing that if for every 
Idle word we fhall give an account , much 
more for ſuch fins as theſe ot which who- 
ever 1s guilty ſhall without ſerious Repen- 
tance and great Humilaticn fall into the Con- 
demnation, of which the Apofile ſpeaks in 
rhe - ext. 

And how light ſfoever he may make of it 
now, he will then find it a fearful thing to 
fall into the hand: of the Living» God, who 
1s a Conſuming *ire ard who hath Solemn- 

ly declared that he will not hold him guiltleſs, 
that taketh his name m vain. | 


Nomini tuo da Gloriam, 


hoe; 


